
CITY OF BOULDER, COLORADO 
 

RFQ – 61-2022 
 

Main Sewer Improvements Project 
 

Tunneling Construction Subcontractor Qualifications 
 

Addendum #1 
 
 

Responses to Clarification Questions 
 

1. The RFQ asks for experience jacking steel casing with an IJS via MTBM and/or 
TBM.  We feel those requirements are appropriate for the MTBM method, but not for 
TBM.  TBM tunnels are often supported by rib & board (or liner plate) in rock, and if the 
rock is especially competent,  rock bolts or even no supports (“bald”) are not 
unusual.  Please allow for TBM qualification without jacked steel casing or IJS use - 
especially, if the contractor can show the requested experience in jacking steel casing 
with IJS via MTBM. 
 
Steel casing was the only support method included in the RFQ for two reasons: 1) rock 
cover is shallow near shaft locations and may result in limited, but continuous water 
inflow, which is not acceptable for the project, and 2) the slope of the pipeline is 
extremely flat on a gravity line. The intent with steel casing is to minimize the excavated 
diameter while providing maximal ID to allow for precise placement of the carrier pipe. 
The city may be willing to entertain value engineering concepts from the successful 
contractor provided they can meet the project goals. 
 
For the SOQ experience requirements, firms must show experience and their capabilities 
with both the tunneling method for consideration (TBM and/or MTBM) and jacking a 
casing pipe. If a firm wishes to qualify for use of a TBM but cannot meet the minimum 
experience requirements for TBM with jacked casing, then provide additional project(s) 
using jacked casings with alternative tunneling methods and the evaluation team will 
consider their applicability to this project. Project experience should show a minimum of 
three projects with the tunneling method being considered, and three jacked casing 
installations. Jacked casing installations must meet the length and diameter requirements 
provided in the SOQ. 
 

 
2. The RFQ notes that no geotechnical information is available at this time. Do you have 

someone performing the site investigation and geotechnical interpretation currently? If 
so, are you able to share the name/contact of the firm(s)? 
 
HDR is the pipeline lead and Lithos is the geotechnical engineer.  Note that all correspondence 
related to this RFQ should be routed through the city. 

 



3. Will there be a DBE requirement for this project? 
 
No, there is not a DBE requirement for this project. 
 
 

4. I was reading through the qualification for Boulder RFQ 61-2022 and noticed a form was 
not included in the RFQ.  Just wanted to confirm that we can use our own format? 
 
Yes, Firms may use their own formatting in preparing their SOQ. Note the minimum 
information required is described in the RFQ. 


