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Hurricane Michael Restore CG Station Panama City, FL - Project Approved

Status

* In Preparation (08/27/2021)

» Environmental Review (09/07/2021)
 Senior Environmental Review (09/07/2021)
* Proponent Review (09/08/2021)

* Project Approved (09/08/2021)

Project Information

General

Name: Hurricane Michael Restore CG Station Panama City, FL

DSSID: DSS-USCG-2019-8159

Security: Unclassified

Description: This project isto restore USCG Station and its tenant units at Panama City, FL asa

result of severe damage caused by Hurricane Michael. The siteisin CG owned property located at

1700 Thomas Dr. Panama City, FL 32408, within the perimeter of US Naval Support Activity

(NSA) Panama City. The scope of the project includes: demolition, site improvements, waterfront

restoration, dredging, restoration of existing Station bldg., a new multi-functional facility, fuel tank

size upgrades, and independent alternate emergency power generation facilities for both the

existing CG Station bldg. and the new multi-functional building. For additional information see

Project Description Document attached.

Critical Infrastructure?: No

Adopting Another Agency Catex Determination?. No

Project Types:
- Construction & Maintenance - Construction, installation, operation, maintenance, and removal
of utility and communication systems (such as mobile antennas, data processing cable, and
similar electronic equipment) that use existing rights-of-way, easements, utility distribution
systems, and/or facilities. Thisislimited to activities with towers where the resulting total
height does not exceed 200 feet and where the FCC would not require an environmental
assessment or environmental impact statement for the acquisition, installation, operation or
maintenance. (E1)
- Construction & Maintenance - New construction upon, or improvement of land where - the
structure and proposed use are substantially in compliance with prevailing local planning and
zoning standards; the site is on heavily devel oped property and/or located on a previously
disturbed site in adeveloped area; the proposed use will not substantially increase the number
of motor vehicles at the facility; and the site and scale of construction are consistent with those
of existing, adjacent, or nearby buildings (*E2, USCG *L14)
- Construction & Maintenance - Maintenance dredging and debris disposal to an existing
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approved disposal site (*D5)
Existing EA/EIS? No
Requires EA/EIS? No
Project Priority: High
Federal Assistance: No
Type of Permit: N/A
Estimated Project Cost: $39,000,000

Component
Component: USCG - U.S. Coast Guard
Region/Area: USCG Civil Engineering Unit —Miami Fl
Tracking Number: 11893259

Dates
FY Funding: 2022
Proposed Project Start: 06/01/2021
Proposed Project End: 09/01/2023
Review Start: 07/12/2019

Project Location
* Site Specific: 1700 Thomas Drive, Panama City, Florida, 32408
Team

» Document Preparer, Jessica Parks, jessica.e.parks@uscg.mil

» Environmental Reviewer, Richard Hylton (Level I1), rick.d.hylton@uscg.mil

» Senior Environmental Reviewer, Richard Hylton (Leve I1), rick.d.hylton@uscg.mil
* Proponent, John Berry, john.d.berry@uscg.mil

Categorical Exclusions

» L14* - Coast Guard new construction upon, or improvement of, land where all of the following

conditions are met:
(a) The structure and proposed use are substantially in compliance with prevailing local planning and
zoning standards.
(b) The site is on heavily developed property and/or located on a previously disturbed site in a
developed area.
(c) The proposed use will not substantially increase the number of motor vehicles at the facility.
(d) The site and scale of construction are consistent with those of existing, adjacent, or nearby
buildings.
« L24* - Minor renovations and additions to buildings, roads, airfields, grounds, equipment, and other

facilities that do not result in a change in functional use of the real property (e.g. realigning interior
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spaces of an existing building, extending an existing roadway in a developed area a short distance,
installing a small antenna on an already existing antenna tower, adding a small storage shed to an
existing building, etc.).
» L30* - Minor renovations and additions to waterfront facilities, including mooring piles, fixed
floating piers, existing piers, and unburied power cables, which do not require special, site-specific
regulatory permits.

Required Conditions

1.1. Spec must include: Best management practices (BMP) must be implemented to maintain Water
Quality pursuant to Rule 62-302 F.A.C. At aminimum, BMPs should include the use of tarps and
working enclosures to prevent debris from reaching the waterway.

2.2. Spec must include: Light ballasts and ail filled electrical transformers identified as containing
PCBs, or assumed to be PCB containing shall be managed AW 40CFR761.

3.3. Applicable regulatory permits and approvals must be obtained prior to construction
commencement. Thisincludes FDEP NPDES, SWFWMD, and USACE.

4.4. Initial EPCRA notification for LOX will need to be made to SERC, LEPC, and local FD. Unit may
be required to file annual reports of storage and usage.

5.5. Asbestos, lead, and mold surveys must be performed. Appropriate and applicable control measures
must be placed in the work specification.

6.6. Migratory Bird BMPs must be placed in the work specification.

7.7. Spec must include a requirement for construction to be halted and KO natified if human or
aboriginal remains are encountered during excavation.

8.8. Spec must include: Universal Waste Fluorescent Bulbs shall be managed in accordance with
Chapter 62-737 of the Florida Administrative Code. Disposal receipts must be submitted to the
USCG.

9.9. Spec must include: Solid waste and non-hazardous debris must be managed in accordance with
F.A.C. Rule 62-701. Construction and demolition debris shall be disposed of at a permitted facility in
accordance with F.A.C. Rule 62-701.730.

1010. Spec must include: Petroleum impacted soil, if encountered, must be properly containerized and
disposed in accordance with applicable State regulations. Prior to proceeding with the project the
contractor must contact COTR and USCG Construction Branch Manager.

11Any change to the Proposed Action that may cause a physical interaction with the human
environment will require re-evaluation for compliance with NEPA and other EP& HP requirements
before the action can proceed.

12T his review addresses NEPA and other EP& HP requirements as described in DHS Directive 023-01.
This review may identify the need for additional federal, state, and/or local permits, approvals, etc.
required for the Proposed Action. However, this review may not satisfy those requirements and the
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Proponent is responsible for ensuring that all other appropriate federal, state, and/or local permits,
approvals, etc. have been obtained.

Decision Documents

Record of Environmental Consideration (REC), 14.06kB

Attachments

2016 Biological Survey of Waterfront, 19.34MB

BMPs for surface cleaning, 41.50kB

Eastern Indigo Snake Guidelines, 50.79kB

Gopher Tortoise Permitting, 1.36MB

Manatee Grating Requirements for Stormwater conveyances, 142.59kB
MIGRATORY BIRD CONSERVATION MEASURES, 235.34kB

Sea Turtle LIghting Guidelines, 280.36kB

Std Manatee Protection Conditions, 116.51kB

Std Sea Turtle and Sawfish Conditions, 46.00kB

Comments

Richard Hylton (Level 11), During the design phase of the project (thisis a design-build contract), the
USCG will apply for environmental permits. The contractor will provide permit application
documents for the USCG to submit.

The USCG anticipates that any additional consultation with USFWS and NOAA Fisheries regarding
endangered species and/or critical habitat will take place through the USACE permitting process.
(09/07/2021 03:27:07)

Jessica Parks, Florida State Clearinghouse L etter received 05AUG2021. Florida State Clearinghouse
staff has reviewed the proposal under the following authorities: Presidential Executive Order

12372; § 403.061(42), Florida Statutes; the Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 U.S.C. 88 1451-1464,
as amended; and the National Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C. 88 4321-4347, as amended.
Based on the information submitted and minimal project impacts, the state has no objections to the
proposed project and, therefore, it is consistent with the Florida Coastal Management Program
(FCMP). (08/10/2021 10:34:37)

Jessica Parks, There are no known historical structures on this Station. We know of no other cultural
resources this project could affect. The Pier/Wharf isthe only known structure that is >50 years old
according to the shore facility inventory. This pier has deteriorated over the years and has reached to
end of its life expectancy and was further damaged by the recent hurricanes. The USCG does not
consider it to have any cultural or historical characteristics and plansto replace it as part of this
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project. (07/27/2021 02:07:53)

* Jessica Parks, State Clearinghouse was initially contacted on 14JUN2021. (07/27/2021 02:07:13)

* Jessica Parks, Environmental Soil Sampling conducted in June 2021. The results of this assessment
have identified no impacts to soil above the SCTLsfor Direct Exposure Residential limit, Direct
Exposure Industrial limit, or the Leachability to Groundwater criteria. Four metals (barium,
chromium, lead and mercury) were detected in the six soil samples collected from the site but none
of the reported concentrations exceeded their respective SCTL or RSL.

Based on these results, a soil management plan is not required for the anticipated construction of new
Multi-Function Building at the USCG Station Panama City. Native soil material that is disturbed
during construction activities, does not need to be managed as impacted soil. However, during
construction, proper persona protective equipment (PPE) and dust control measures should be
utilized in accordance with applicable Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)
regulations. (07/27/2021 01:43:11)

» Jessica Parks, Consultation package sent to USFWS on 15JUL 2021 seeking concurrence seeks
concurrence on afinding that the proposed work may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect the
Florida Skullcap, Godfrey’s Butterwort, Harper’s Beauty, Telephus Spurge, and White Birds-in-a-
Nest. (07/21/2021 01:48:42)

» LuisVelazquez, See DD1391 Execution Proposal (EP) at: http://cglink.uscg.mil/f2ded0e6
(04/27/2020 04:35:46)

» Michael Clausen (Level Il), Areato be built upon is on already disturbed lands. The spec must
include arequirement for construction to be halted and KO natified if human or aboriginal remains
are encountered during excavation. (04/07/2020 02:27:26)

» Michael Clausen (Level Il), The Navy base will also be doing projects to restore the base. If needed
we could possibly partner with the Navy base on a public comment period and possible EA isoneis
deemed necessary. Having been stationed in Panama City 4 years ago the public are very receptive to
construction and welcome the jobs. In addition every 4 months the Navy/USCG have a community
breakfast and discuss projects for public comment which resembles a public meeting. If needed the
project can be discussed at this meeting for public opinion.  (04/07/2020 01:37:34)

» Michael Clausen (Level I1), | recommend putting "no" down. (11/04/2019 02:25:18)

» Michael Clausen (Level Il), There is a housing development behind the USCG property that may
disturb property owners. (11/04/2019 02:22:14)

» Michael Clausen (Level I1), | would just put no on thisone. (11/04/2019 01:55:14)

» Michael Clausen (Level I1), I would mark this as yes and enter in Alligator Bayou. (11/04/2019
01:54:53)

» Michadl Clausen (Level I1), My research shows no marine sanctuaries in the immediate vicinity of
this project. (11/04/2019 01:26:20)
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» Michadl Clausen (Level I1), Changing the waterfront footprint such as culvert, storm drains, and
drainage of the parking lot will require Water Management District, FDEP and possibly Army Corps
Permitsif it is not already in compliance with a existing permit. (11/04/2019 01:24:31)

» Robert Kappel (Interim), Use the same website as previous question to provide answers. At least 28
migratory bird species could be in the project area throughout various times of the year. Project spec
must include the USFWS Standard BMPs for Migratory Bird Conservation. If any nests are
identified within the project footprint and may be disturbed by construction, then consultation and
permits may be required from USFWS and FWC. (09/12/2019 10:24:04)

* Robert Kappel (Interim), Query available information found on the website at fws.gov ipac. West
Indian Manatee, seaturtles, birds, reptiles and Panama City Crayfish have been tentatively identified
as potentially occurring in the project area. No designated Critical Habitat is present per the website.
A biological survey of the project areawill better identify what's there or not. Consultation with
NMFS PRD, USFWS, and FWC may be required. Work spec must include the standard manatee,
sea turtle and sawfish construction protection conditions asis required for all work in or over the
water in Florida. New lighting shall be turtle friendly to the maximum extent pracicable. Indigo
Snake and Gopher Tortoise protection measures should be included in the work spec in the unlikely
event they are present within the project footprint. (09/12/2019 10:23:21)

* Robert Kappel (Interim), According to the NMFS EFH Mapper, the location intersects EFH for the
Red Drum and variety of reef fish. However, No Habitat Areas of Particular Concern (HAPC) were
identified at the report location, and No EFH Areas Protected from Fishing (EFHA) were identified
at the report location. Prior project biological survey of waterfront identified patches of seagrassin
the vicinity of the piers. Consultation with NMFS HCD may be required depending on the findings
of the updated survey. (09/12/2019 10:22:13)

» Robert Kappel (Interim), BMPs for surface cleaning should be implemented to ensure contaminants
do not get into the waterway or surrounding soils and groundwater. (09/12/2019 09:38:59)

» Robert Kappel (Interim), If it is determined that an environmental assessment iswarranted for this
project, then the public notice process will help answer this question. (09/12/2019 08:59:57)

* Robert Kappel (Interim), Spec will need to include the following: All fuel tank system work must
comply with Florida Administrative Code Chapter 62-762. Unit's SPCC Plan must be amended and
recertified by a PE once fuel system construction is completed. Waste batteries and fluorescent
bulbs must be managed in accordance with applicable universal waste regulations. CCA waste
timber shall be disposed in a State permitted Class | lined landfill, and shall remain covered and
secured while awaiting disposal. (09/12/2019 08:57:51)

» Robert Kappel (Interim), All of Floridais considered to be in the coastal zone and subject to the
State's Coastal Zone Management Program (CZMP). Consultation with Florida State Clearinghouse
must be conducted to ensure project is consistent with the Florida CZMP. (09/12/2019 08:44:21)

* Robert Kappel (Interim), Waterfront work, culvert, storm drains, and dredging will require Water
Management District, FDEP and Army Corps Permits. (09/12/2019 08:34:32)
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» Robert Kappel (Interim), Please confirm using SFI. If any buildings or structures are at least 50 years
old and will be affected by the proposed action, then SHPO must be consulted. (09/12/2019
08:29:08)

* Robert Kappel (Interim), Consultation with SHPO and THPO should be done during project design.
(09/12/2019 08:13:54)

* Robert Kappel (Interim), There are no available records indicating that the project site has historical
or cultural value. The land has been previously disturbed. No archaeological surveys have been
conducted. (09/12/2019 08:12:57)

» Robert Kappel (Interim), Lead paint, asbestos, and mold are likely to be present and testing should
be performed prior to construction activities. While thereis no history of recent prior spills at the
Station, there could be residual soil contamination from past practices regarding waste disposal and
underground storage tank usage. (09/12/2019 08:07:40)

» Robert Kappel (Interim), Use the link provided. (09/12/2019 08:03:34)

* Robert Kappel (Interim), An air permit for construction and operation of the new EGs needs to be
considered during project design. (09/12/2019 08:01:56)

» Robert Kappel (Interim), Won't heavy machinery and equipment be used during demolition and new
construction including pile driving and dredging activities? (09/12/2019 07:59:34)

* Robert Kappel (Interim), Permit with utility company may be required. (09/12/2019 07:57:40)

» Robert Kappdl (Interim), First, floodplain must be defined.  (09/12/2019 07:54:49)

» Robert Kappel (Interim), The US Wild and Scenic Rivers Map did not indicate any in the vicinity of
the project. (09/12/2019 07:14:06)

* Robert Kappel (Interim), Previoudly identified were Alligator Bayou St Andrews Bay and Gulf of
Mexico. (09/12/2019 07:08:51)

» Robert Kappel (Interim), National Marine Sanctuaries Website did not indicate the presence of any
protected areas in the immediate vicinity of the project site. The Flower Garden Banks NM S iswell
offshore in the Gulf of Mexico. (09/12/2019 07:07:46)

* Robert Kappel (Interim), Won't the swale work? (09/11/2019 03:27:38)

* Robert Kappel (Interim), The only way to answer this question is to obtain a copy of the
NPDES/M 4 Permit. (09/11/2019 03:26:31)

» Robert Kappel (Interim), Based on the answer, a copy of the permit should be obtained and uploaded
to the DSS. (09/11/2019 03:25:39)

» Robert Kappel (Interim), Storm water permitting will be required. NPDES permitting may also be
required. (09/11/2019 03:24:00)

EPHP Review

Environmental Resources
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* Isthe proposed action associated with any other proposed actions? -- No

» Will the proposed action take place ENTIRELY WITHIN the interior of an existing building or
structure? -- No

» Will the proposed action take place ENTIRELY ON an existing building/structure? -- No

* Will there be any ground disturbing activities? -- Yes
Please provide a brief description of the projecct site (size, current/past land uses) and the proposed
ground disturbance (square feet, depth, reason for disturbance). A longer description can be
attached.: The property is Coast Guard owned, about 20.6 acres, and is located inside the perimeter
of the U.S. Naval Support Activity Panama City dating back to 1966. The site was severely
impacted by Hurricane Michael. The scope of the project includes: demolition (12 bldgs. about 14K
SF total), new multi-functional facility (31K SF), site improvements. Stormwater system repair
(grading, pipe repair), soil stabilization (9K SF), burying service power lines (2K LF), and new
paved area (40K SF) for vehicle circulation and parking, waterfront restoration (new piers and boat
ramp), dredging (approx. 650 CY), restoration of existing Station bldg. (9.5K SF), fuel tank (above
ground) size upgrades, and two independent alternate emergency power generation facilities. Refer
to project description documents for further details.
Attachments: Additional Description of Land Disturbance: (No files uploaded yet.)

* Isthe proposed action located in an urban area as designated by the U.S. Census Bureau? -- Yes

 Arethere any sole source aquifers or wellhead/wellfield protection zones in or adjacent to the project
area? -- No

» Will the proposed action increase impervious surfaces (i.e., buildings, parking lots) or stormwater
runoff? -- Yes
Please Describe: Incidental to the new multi-functional building that will replace facilities damaged
by Hurricane Michael, about 40K SF of new impervious areawill be required for vehicle circulation
parking and laydown.
Comments:
Michael Clausen (Level 11), Changing the waterfront footprint such as culvert, storm drains, and
drainage of the parking lot will require Water Management District, FDEP and possibly Army Corps
Permitsif it is not already in compliance with a existing permit. (11/04/2019 13:24:31)
Robert Kappel (Interim), Storm water permitting will be required. NPDES permitting may also be
required. (09/11/2019 15:24:00)

* Isthetreatment of stormwater during construction and/or for the final action included in the
proposed action/design? -- Yes
Please Describe: Preventive measures to eliminate contamination of stormwater during construction
shall be implemented

» Will the proposed action take place at a Federally-owned facility with an existing NPDES/M$4
permit? -- No
Comments:
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Robert Kappel (Interim), Based on the answer, a copy of the permit should be obtained and uploaded
to the DSS. (09/11/2019 15:25:39)

* Isalocal or state stormwater permit needed? -- Yes
Please describe: Temporary and permanent stormwater best management practices (BMPs) and a
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) will be incorporated into
the project.

» Will any part of the proposed action involve creating, disturbing, and/or removing vegetated areas? -
-Yes
Please describe (e.g., what is the size of the area to be affected and what type(s) of vegetation are
present?): Areas vegetated by turf grass may be disturbed in order to excavate to repair/replace
stormwater system aswell as construct the new multi-function building.

Comments:
Robert Kappel (Interim), Won't the swale work? (09/11/2019 15:27:38)

» Could the proposed action involve areas where the presence of non-indigenous or invasive species
are of special concern? -- No

 Could the proposed action cause or promote the spread of non-indigenous or invasive species? -- No

» Could the proposed action have the potential to assist with the management of non-indigenous or
invasive species? -- No

» Arethere any state or federally listed threatened or endangered plant species and/or critical habitat
present in areas directly/indirectly affected by the proposed action?-- Yes
Indicate source(s) of information and coordination and attach correspondence, if available.:
Consultation package sent to USFWS on 15JUL 2021.

Attachments: Protected Species Coordination: State Clearance LTR 05AUG2021 (State Clearance
Letter for FL202106159260C- US Coast Guard Station Panama City.pdf, 588.28kB) IPaC Species
List (Enc 1 Species List_ Panama City Ecologica Services Field Office.pdf, 182.52kB)

** This question should be carefully checked by the Environmental Reviewer.

» Will the action affect state or federally listed threatened or endangered plant species or their
designated critical habitat? -- May affect but not likely to adversely affect species or designated
critical habitat
Please Explain: Areais highly developed/paved and project may affect but not likely to adversely
affect species or designated critical habitat. The in-water work will undergo additional consultation
with USFWS and NOAA Fisheries during the permitting process. The USCG initiated consultation
with both the USFWS and NOAA, but have not heard back from either.

Comments:

Jessica Parks, Consultation package sent to USFWS on 15JUL 2021 seeking concurrence seeks
concurrence on afinding that the proposed work may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect the
Florida Skullcap, Godfrey’s Butterwort, Harper’s Beauty, Telephus Spurge, and White Birds-in-a-
Nest. (07/21/2021 13:48:42)
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» Hasthe USFWS/NMFS concurred with DHS determination? -- Yes
Please Explain: NOAA has requested that consultation occur during the permit application phase and
thiswill take place once a 35% design has occurred and after the design build contract is awarded.
Attachments: Concurrence Letter: SERO-2021-01708 USCG Panama City Station Restoration.pdf
(SERO-2021-01708 USCG Panama City Station Restoration.pdf, 119.73kB)

» Will elements of the proposed action occur on, in, or adjacent to bodies of water?-- Yes
Please Explain: The northern boundary of the site is waterfront (about 1,350 LF) to Alligator Bayou,
Saint Andrew Bay, FL.
Comments:
Robert Kappel (Interim), Waterfront work, culvert, storm drains, and dredging will require Water
Management District, FDEP and Army Corps Permits. (09/12/2019 08:34:32)

* Isthere essential fish habitat in the vicinity of the proposed action? -- Yes
Please Explain: EFH query shows that the location is an EFH for Red Drum, avariety of Reef Fish,
Coastal Migratory Pelagics, four species of shrimp, Bull Shark, Spinner Shark, Scalloped
Hammerhead Shark, Blacktip Shark (Gulf of Mexico stock), and Bonnethead Shark (Gulf of Mexico
stock).
There are no Habitat Areas of Particular Concern (HAPC) identified at the report location.
No EFH Areas Protected from Fishing (EFHA) were identified at the report location.
Comments:
Robert Kappel (Interim), According to the NMFS EFH Mapper, the location intersects EFH for the
Red Drum and variety of reef fish. However, No Habitat Areas of Particular Concern (HAPC) were
identified at the report location, and No EFH Areas Protected from Fishing (EFHA) were identified
at the report location. Prior project biological survey of waterfront identified patches of seagrassin
the vicinity of the piers. Consultation with NMFS HCD may be required depending on the findings
of the updated survey. (09/12/2019 10:22:13)

» Could the proposed action adversely affect essential fish habitat? -- No
Please Explain: Permitting for in-water work will go through NOAA consults and USFWS consults
and USACE and state in-water permitting will specify any permit conditions that when followed will
prevent an adverse effect on essential fish habitat.

 Arethere any marine sanctuaries within the immediate vicinity of the proposed action? -- No
Comments:
Michael Clausen (Level 11), My research shows no marine sanctuaries in the immediate vicinity of
this project. (11/04/2019 13:26:20)
Robert Kappel (Interim), National Marine Sanctuaries Website did not indicate the presence of any
protected areas in the immediate vicinity of the project site. The Flower Garden Banks NMSiswell
offshore in the Gulf of Mexico. (09/12/2019 07:07:46)

» Arethere wetlands or waters of the U.S. on the project site or in the vicinity of the proposed action? -
-Yes
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Explain and attach map of wetlands/waters of the U.S.: Alligator Bayou is adjacent to the project and
Is considered a wetland.
Attachments. Wetland Map: STA Panama City Wetland Mapper (STA Panama City Wetland
Mapper.pdf, 619.48kB)
Comments:
Michael Clausen (Level 11), | would mark this as yes and enter in Alligator Bayou. (11/04/2019
13:54:53)
Robert Kappel (Interim), Previously identified were Alligator Bayou St Andrews Bay and Gulf of
Mexico. (09/12/2019 07:08:51)

» Does the proposed action involve construction in, filling of, placement of a structure (culvert, levy,
etc.) in, dischargeto, or crossing of the wetland/waters of the U.S.?-- Yes
Describe impact (area of fill, crossing, etc.): Consultation with utilities and Florida waterways
district will be needed.

 Can the proposed action be undertaken in a manner to avoid impacts to wetlands or waters of the
U.S.?-- No
Please Explain: The USCG has identified the effects and avoided, minimized, or compensated for
those impacts by building on already disturbed ground.

» Have measures been taken as part of the proposed action to minimize impacts to wetlands/waters of
theU.S.?-- Yes
Please Explain: The USCG has identified the effects and avoided, minimized, or compensated for
those impacts by planning to build on already disturbed ground.

» Does the proposed action qualify for a Nationwide Permit pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean
Water Act?-- Yes
Name Nationwide Permit under which the proposed action is covered.: North Florida Water
Management District storm water permit required for increase of impervious surface > or = to 4,000
sf in uplands. NPDES Permit mod may be required for increase in storm water discharge to
navigable water. Petroleum contaminated soil and groundwater may be encountered during
excavation.

» Have you received a Nationwide Permit under the Clean Water Act? -- No
** This question should be carefully checked by the Environmental Reviewer.

* Isthe proposed action on or adjacent to aWild and Scenic River? -- No
Comments:
Michael Clausen (Level 11), | would just put no on thisone. (11/04/2019 13:55:14)
Robert Kappel (Interim), The US Wild and Scenic Rivers Map did not indicate any in the vicinity of
the project. (09/12/2019 07:14:06)

* Isthere a Coastal Barrier Unit or otherwise protected area on or adjacent to the proposed action? --
No
Please Explain: The Coastal Barrier Mapper does not show any coastal barriers for this or adjacent
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Sites.

* Isthe proposed action in or adjacent to a wilderness area? -- No

* Isthe proposed action in or adjacent to a Wildlife Refuge? -- No

* Isthe proposed action on or adjacent to a National Natural Landmark? -- No

* Isthe proposed action in or adjacent to a National Park and/or Monument? -- No

» Could a state or federal listed threatened or endangered species and/or critical habitat be present in
the area of the proposed action? -- No
Explain how you know that there are no protected species or habitat in areas that may be influenced
by the proposed action.: Areato be rebuild is already on previously disturbed land.
Attachments: Federal and/or State correspondence: State Clearance LTR 05AUG2021 (State
Clearance Letter for FL202106159260C- US Coast Guard Station Panama City.pdf, 588.28kB)
Comments:
Robert Kappel (Interim), Query available information found on the website at fws.gov ipac. West
Indian Manatee, seaturtles, birds, reptiles and Panama City Crayfish have been tentatively identified
as potentially occurring in the project area. No designated Critical Habitat is present per the website.
A biological survey of the project areawill better identify what's there or not. Consultation with
NMFS PRD, USFWS, and FWC may be required. Work spec must include the standard manatee,
sea turtle and sawfish construction protection conditions asis required for all work in or over the
water in Florida. New lighting shall be turtle friendly to the maximum extent pracicable. Indigo
Snake and Gopher Tortoise protection measures should be included in the work spec in the unlikely
event they are present within the project footprint. (09/12/2019 10:23:21)

» Could any part of the proposed action have the potential to affect migratory birds, and/or their
habitat?-- No
Comments:
Robert Kappel (Interim), Use the same website as previous question to provide answers. At least 28
migratory bird species could be in the project area throughout various times of the year. Project spec
must include the USFWS Standard BMPs for Migratory Bird Conservation. If any nests are
identified within the project footprint and may be disturbed by construction, then consultation and
permits may be required from USFWS and FWC. (09/12/2019 10:24:04)

* Isthe proposed action or any part located within the 100-year floodplain, also known as a Special
Flood Hazard Area (SFHA)?-- Yes
Please indicate the FEMA flood zone your project/proposal isin.: Project siteislocated in Zones:
AE (EL 8, 9',10), and VE (EL 10
Attachments. FEMA Flood Map: Flood Map - STA Panama City, FL (Flood Map - Panama
City.pdf, 447.66kB)

* Can the action be undertaken outside of the floodplain? -- No

» Could the proposed action impact the floodplain and/or could flooding affect the proposed action? --
Yes
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What impacts would occur?: The project isin the vicinity of aflood plain.
Comments:
Robert Kappel (Interim), First, floodplain must be defined.  (09/12/2019 07:54:49)

» Hasapublic notice been published? -- No - Notice is not required
Why is apublic notice not required?: Currently no notice is required as its building on a already
existing base.
** This question should be carefully checked by the Environmental Reviewer.

» Have measures to minimize impacts to/from the floodplain been incorporated into the proposal ? --
Yes
What measures have been included? BMP are put in place.

» Will any part of the proposed action take place within the coastal zone and/or State's Coastal
Management Area? -- Yes
Comments:
Robert Kappel (Interim), All of Floridais considered to be in the coastal zone and subject to the
State's Coastal Zone Management Program (CZMP). Consultation with Florida State Clearinghouse
must be conducted to ensure project is consistent with the Florida CZMP. (09/12/2019 08:44:21)

* IsaCoastal Zone Consistency Determination needed? -- Yes
Attachments: Consistency Determination: State Clearinghouse LTR 05AUG2021 (State Clearance
Letter for FL202106159260C- US Coast Guard Station Panama City.pdf, 588.28kB)

 Will the proposed action require the use of or increased use of potable water? -- Yes
Please Explain: The new multi-functional facility (30,500 SF) will introduce Showers (approx. 875
SF) and Housing units (approx. 2,850 SF) that the facilitiesit will replace did not.

» Will the potable water be provided by a public water supply?-- Yes

» Does the system have capacity to supply the amount of water needed? -- Yes

» Will new water lines need to be constructed? -- Yes
Please Describe (Length of connection, size of pipe, etc.): New multi-functional building will need to
connect to main water supply line on site.
Comments:
Robert Kappel (Interim), Permit with utility company may be required. (09/12/2019 07:57:40)

** This question should be carefully checked by the Environmental Reviewer.
* Will noise levels be temporarily or permanently elevated by the proposed action?-- Yes
Please Explain: Pile driving and construction equipment will temporarily cause an increase in
airborne and in-water noise.
Comments:
Michael Clausen (Level 11), Thereis ahousing development behind the USCG property that may
disturb property owners. (11/04/2019 14:22:14)
Robert Kappel (Interim), Won't heavy machinery and equipment be used during demolition and new
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construction including pile driving and dredging activities? (09/12/2019 07:59:34)

» Could the increased noise impact nearby sensitive receptors (e.g., residential areas, schools, daycare,
place of worship, hospitals, parks, wildlife refuges)? -- Yes
What types of receptors are nearby?: Residential area

» Will the noise increases be temporary (i.e., limited to the construction phase of the action)? -- Yes

» Will measures be taken to minimize impacts from noise (e.g., limit to hours of construction)?-- Yes
Please Explain: All projects have standard hours of work. All contracts have specify that noise
levels be minimized to max extent practicable. All noise requirements listed in permits will be
complied with.

» Arethereany local or State noise laws/regulations with which the proposed action must comply?
--Yes
Describe requirement: Bay County Code Sec. 17-72.: The following activities are exempt from the
above sound level and noise prohibitions:
(2)Constructing, repairing or demolishing buildings or structures or driving pilings:
a.ln areas zoned residential or seasonal resort, from 7:00 am. to 7:00 p.m., except a no times on
Sundays;
b.In areas zoned commercial, industrial, agricultural or public/institutional from 6:00 am. to 7:00
p.m.

» Will the proposed action be in compliance with local/State noise requirements? -- Yes

» Will the project generate air emissions?
--Yes
Please Explain: Air emissions will be generated thru the construction process. During normal
operations, air emissions will remain similar to before the project, except for an additional
emergency generator this project will introduce. The existing site had one emergency generator in
the building that was devastated by Hurricane Michael, this project will replace it with the new
multi-functional bldg. and add another one to the existing STA bldg. Population, boats, and vehicles
will not increase with this project.
Comments:
Robert Kappel (Interim), An air permit for construction and operation of the new EGs needs to be
considered during project design. (09/12/2019 08:01:56)

* Isthe proposed action located in a nonattainment area? -- No

» Could theincrease in emissions exceed the EPA de minimislevelsfor criteria pollutants? -- No
Describe emission levels.: The areaisaNavy basein arura area.
Comments:
Michael Clausen (Level 11), | recommend putting "no" down. (11/04/2019 14:25:18)
Robert Kappel (Interim), Use the link provided. (09/12/2019 08:03:34)

» Will any part of the proposed action take place at an existing site where there is potential for
environmental contamination? -- No
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» Will any part of the proposed action involve the use of hazardous materials or substances or generate
hazardous waste? -- Yes
Please describe the hazardous or toxic chemicals, radioactive materials, munitions, or explosives that
may be used or generated.: Construction of the new multi-functional building that includes marine
shops, the new emergency power generator facilities, and the waterfront piers restoration will
involve the use of paint, diesel and gasoline fuels.

» Does the proposed action include safety measures for the use, disposal, or transport of these media? -
-Yes
Please Describe: During construction, the project will take measures for pollution prevention. After
construction, the CG Station will follow the guidelines of their Pollution Prevention Plan.

* If needed, are there measures included in the proposed action to address potential effects to worker
safety and public health? -- Yes
Please Describe: The project will have safety measuresin place following current codes and safety
guidelines.

» Could the proposed action increase the potential for aterrorist attack on critical infrastructure or a
sensitive target? -- No

» Will the proposed action involve the use of new or unproven technology? -- No

 Could the proposed action degrade current environmental conditions? -- No
Comments:
Robert Kappel (Interim), BMPs for surface cleaning should be implemented to ensure contaminants
do not get into the waterway or surrounding soils and groundwater. (09/12/2019 09:38:59)

» Arethere low-income and/or minority populationsin the vicinity of the proposed action? -- No

» Would the proposed action be consistent with the local master plan, existing zoning, surrounding
land use, or the official land use plan for the specific site and/or the affected delineated areas? -- Yes

* Isthere potential for controversy (public or scientific) regarding the environmenta impacts
associated with the proposed action? -- No
Comments:
Michael Clausen (Level 11), The Navy base will also be doing projects to restore the base. If needed
we could possibly partner with the Navy base on a public comment period and possible EA isoneis
deemed necessary. Having been stationed in Panama City 4 years ago the public are very receptive to
construction and welcome the jobs. In addition every 4 months the Navy/USCG have a community
breakfast and discuss projects for public comment which resembles a public meeting. If needed the
project can be discussed at this meeting for public opinion.  (04/07/2020 13:37:34)
Robert Kappel (Interim), If it is determined that an environmental assessment is warranted for this
project, then the public notice process will help answer this question. (09/12/2019 08:59:57)

 Arethere any other requirements for the protection of the environment that need to be considered for
this proposed action? -- No
Comments:
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Robert Kappel (Interim), Spec will need to include the following: All fuel tank system work must
comply with Florida Administrative Code Chapter 62-762. Unit's SPCC Plan must be amended and
recertified by a PE once fuel system construction is completed. Waste batteries and fluorescent
bulbs must be managed in accordance with applicable universal waste regulations. CCA waste
timber shall be disposed in a State permitted Class | lined landfill, and shall remain covered and
secured while awaiting disposal. (09/12/2019 08:57:51)
Historic Preservation & Cultural Resources

* Isthe proposed action associated with any other proposed actions? -- No

» Will the proposed action take place ENTIRELY WITHIN the interior of an existing building or
structure? -- No

» Will the proposed action take place ENTIRELY ON an existing building/structure? -- No

» Will there be any ground disturbing activities? -- Yes
Please provide a brief description of the projecct site (size, current/past land uses) and the proposed
ground disturbance (square feet, depth, reason for disturbance). A longer description can be
attached.: The property is Coast Guard owned, about 20.6 acres, and is located inside the perimeter
of the U.S. Naval Support Activity Panama City dating back to 1966. The site was severely
impacted by Hurricane Michael. The scope of the project includes: demolition (12 bldgs. about 14K
SF total), new multi-functional facility (31K SF), site improvements. Stormwater system repair
(grading, pipe repair), soil stabilization (9K SF), burying service power lines (2K LF), and new
paved area (40K SF) for vehicle circulation and parking, waterfront restoration (new piers and boat
ramp), dredging (approx. 650 CY), restoration of existing Station bldg. (9.5K SF), fuel tank (above
ground) size upgrades, and two independent alternate emergency power generation facilities. Refer
to project description documents for further details.
Attachments: Additional Description of Land Disturbance: (No files uploaded yet.)

* Isthe proposed action located in an urban area as designated by the U.S. Census Bureau? -- Yes

 Arethere any sole source aquifers or wellhead/wellfield protection zones in or adjacent to the project
area? -- No

» Will the proposed action increase impervious surfaces (i.e., buildings, parking lots) or stormwater
runoff? -- Yes
Please Describe: Incidental to the new multi-functional building that will replace facilities damaged
by Hurricane Michael, about 40K SF of new impervious areawill be required for vehicle circulation
parking and laydown.
Comments:
Michael Clausen (Level 11), Changing the waterfront footprint such as culvert, storm drains, and
drainage of the parking lot will require Water Management District, FDEP and possibly Army Corps
Permitsif it is not already in compliance with a existing permit. (11/04/2019 13:24:31)
Robert Kappel (Interim), Storm water permitting will be required. NPDES permitting may also be
required. (09/11/2019 15:24:00)
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* Isthetreatment of stormwater during construction and/or for the final action included in the
proposed action/design? -- Yes
Please Describe: Preventive measures to eliminate contamination of stormwater during construction
shall be implemented

» Will the proposed action take place at a Federally-owned facility with an existing NPDES/M$4
permit? -- No
Comments:

Robert Kappel (Interim), Based on the answer, a copy of the permit should be obtained and uploaded
to the DSS. (09/11/2019 15:25:39)

* Isalocal or state stormwater permit needed? -- Yes
Please describe: Temporary and permanent stormwater best management practices (BMPs) and a
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) will be incorporated into
the project.

» Will any part of the proposed action involve creating, disturbing, and/or removing vegetated areas? -
-Yes
Please describe (e.g., what is the size of the area to be affected and what type(s) of vegetation are
present?): Areas vegetated by turf grass may be disturbed in order to excavate to repair/replace
stormwater system as well as construct the new multi-function building.

Comments:
Robert Kappel (Interim), Won't the swale work? (09/11/2019 15:27:38)

» Could the proposed action involve areas where the presence of non-indigenous or invasive species
are of special concern? -- No

 Could the proposed action cause or promote the spread of non-indigenous or invasive species? -- No

» Could the proposed action have the potential to assist with the management of non-indigenous or
invasive species? -- No

» Arethere any state or federally listed threatened or endangered plant species and/or critical habitat
present in areas directly/indirectly affected by the proposed action? -- Yes
Indicate source(s) of information and coordination and attach correspondence, if available.:
Consultation package sent to USFWS on 15JUL2021.

Attachments: Protected Species Coordination: State Clearance LTR 05AUG2021 (State Clearance
Letter for FL202106159260C- US Coast Guard Station Panama City.pdf, 588.28kB) IPaC Species
List (Enc 1 Species List_ Panama City Ecological Services Field Office.pdf, 182.52kB)

** This question should be carefully checked by the Environmental Reviewer.

» Will the action affect state or federally listed threatened or endangered plant species or their
designated critical habitat? -- May affect but not likely to adversely affect species or designated
critical habitat
Please Explain: Areais highly developed/paved and project may affect but not likely to adversely
affect species or designated critical habitat. The in-water work will undergo additional consultation
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with USFWS and NOAA Fisheries during the permitting process. The USCG initiated consultation
with both the USFWS and NOAA, but have not heard back from either.
Comments:
Jessica Parks, Consultation package sent to USFWS on 15JUL 2021 seeking concurrence seeks
concurrence on afinding that the proposed work may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect the
Florida Skullcap, Godfrey’s Butterwort, Harper’ s Beauty, Telephus Spurge, and White Birds-in-a-
Nest. (07/21/2021 13:48:42)

» Hasthe USFWS/NMFS concurred with DHS' determination? -- Yes
Please Explain: NOAA has requested that consultation occur during the permit application phase and
thiswill take place once a 35% design has occurred and after the design build contract is awarded.
Attachments: Concurrence Letter: SERO-2021-01708 USCG Panama City Station Restoration.pdf
(SERO-2021-01708 USCG Panama City Station Restoration.pdf, 119.73kB)

» Will elements of the proposed action occur on, in, or adjacent to bodies of water?-- Yes
Please Explain: The northern boundary of the site is waterfront (about 1,350 LF) to Alligator Bayou,
Saint Andrew Bay, FL.
Comments:
Robert Kappel (Interim), Waterfront work, culvert, storm drains, and dredging will require Water
Management District, FDEP and Army Corps Permits. (09/12/2019 08:34:32)

* Isthere essential fish habitat in the vicinity of the proposed action? -- Yes
Please Explain: EFH query shows that the location is an EFH for Red Drum, avariety of Reef Fish,
Coastal Migratory Pelagics, four species of shrimp, Bull Shark, Spinner Shark, Scalloped
Hammerhead Shark, Blacktip Shark (Gulf of Mexico stock), and Bonnethead Shark (Gulf of Mexico
stock).
There are no Habitat Areas of Particular Concern (HAPC) identified at the report location.
No EFH Areas Protected from Fishing (EFHA) were identified at the report location.
Comments:
Robert Kappel (Interim), According to the NMFS EFH Mapper, the location intersects EFH for the
Red Drum and variety of reef fish. However, No Habitat Areas of Particular Concern (HAPC) were
identified at the report location, and No EFH Areas Protected from Fishing (EFHA) were identified
at the report location. Prior project biological survey of waterfront identified patches of seagrassin
the vicinity of the piers. Consultation with NMFS HCD may be required depending on the findings
of the updated survey. (09/12/2019 10:22:13)

» Could the proposed action adversely affect essential fish habitat? -- No
Please Explain: Permitting for in-water work will go through NOAA consults and USFWS consults
and USACE and state in-water permitting will specify any permit conditions that when followed will
prevent an adverse effect on essential fish habitat.

 Arethere any marine sanctuaries within the immediate vicinity of the proposed action? -- No
Comments:
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Michael Clausen (Level 11), My research shows no marine sanctuaries in the immediate vicinity of
this project. (11/04/2019 13:26:20)
Robert Kappel (Interim), National Marine Sanctuaries Website did not indicate the presence of any
protected areas in the immediate vicinity of the project site. The Flower Garden Banks NM S iswell
offshore in the Gulf of Mexico. (09/12/2019 07:07:46)

» Arethere wetlands or waters of the U.S. on the project site or in the vicinity of the proposed action? -
-Yes
Explain and attach map of wetlands/waters of the U.S.: Alligator Bayou is adjacent to the project and
Is considered a wetland.
Attachments: Wetland Map: STA Panama City Wetland Mapper (STA Panama City Wetland
Mapper.pdf, 619.48kB)
Comments:
Michael Clausen (Level 11), | would mark this as yes and enter in Alligator Bayou. (11/04/2019
13:54:53)
Robert Kappel (Interim), Previously identified were Alligator Bayou St Andrews Bay and Gulf of
Mexico. (09/12/2019 07:08:51)

» Does the proposed action involve construction in, filling of, placement of a structure (culvert, levy,
etc.) in, discharge to, or crossing of the wetland/waters of the U.S.?-- Yes
Describe impact (area of fill, crossing, etc.): Consultation with utilities and Florida waterways
district will be needed.

 Can the proposed action be undertaken in a manner to avoid impacts to wetlands or waters of the
U.S.?-- No
Please Explain: The USCG has identified the effects and avoided, minimized, or compensated for
those impacts by building on aready disturbed ground.

» Have measures been taken as part of the proposed action to minimize impacts to wetlands/waters of
theU.S.?-- Yes
Please Explain: The USCG has identified the effects and avoided, minimized, or compensated for
those impacts by planning to build on already disturbed ground.

» Does the proposed action qualify for a Nationwide Permit pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean
Water Act?-- Yes
Name Nationwide Permit under which the proposed action is covered.: North Florida Water
Management District storm water permit required for increase of impervious surface > or = to 4,000
sf in uplands. NPDES Permit mod may be required for increase in storm water discharge to
navigable water. Petroleum contaminated soil and groundwater may be encountered during
excavation.

» Have you received a Nationwide Permit under the Clean Water Act? -- No
** This question should be carefully checked by the Environmental Reviewer.
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* Isthe proposed action on or adjacent to aWild and Scenic River? -- No
Comments:
Michael Clausen (Level 11), | would just put no on thisone. (11/04/2019 13:55:14)
Robert Kappel (Interim), The US Wild and Scenic Rivers Map did not indicate any in the vicinity of
the project. (09/12/2019 07:14:06)

* Isthere a Coastal Barrier Unit or otherwise protected area on or adjacent to the proposed action? --
No
Please Explain: The Coastal Barrier Mapper does not show any coastal barriers for this or adjacent
Sites.

* Isthe proposed action in or adjacent to a wilderness area? -- No

* Isthe proposed action in or adjacent to a Wildlife Refuge? -- No

* Isthe proposed action on or adjacent to a National Natural Landmark? -- No

* Isthe proposed action in or adjacent to a National Park and/or Monument? -- No

» Could a state or federal listed threatened or endangered species and/or critical habitat be present in
the area of the proposed action? -- No
Explain how you know that there are no protected species or habitat in areas that may be influenced
by the proposed action.: Areato be rebuild is already on previously disturbed land.
Attachments: Federal and/or State correspondence: State Clearance LTR 05AUG2021 (State
Clearance Letter for FL202106159260C- US Coast Guard Station Panama City.pdf, 588.28kB)
Comments:
Robert Kappel (Interim), Query available information found on the website at fws.gov ipac. West
Indian Manatee, seaturtles, birds, reptiles and Panama City Crayfish have been tentatively identified
as potentially occurring in the project area. No designated Critical Habitat is present per the website.
A biological survey of the project areawill better identify what's there or not. Consultation with
NMFS PRD, USFWS, and FWC may be required. Work spec must include the standard manatee,
sea turtle and sawfish construction protection conditions asis required for all work in or over the
water in Florida. New lighting shall be turtle friendly to the maximum extent pracicable. Indigo
Snake and Gopher Tortoise protection measures should be included in the work spec in the unlikely
event they are present within the project footprint. (09/12/2019 10:23:21)

» Could any part of the proposed action have the potential to affect migratory birds, and/or their
habitat? -- No
Comments:
Robert Kappel (Interim), Use the same website as previous question to provide answers. At least 28
migratory bird species could be in the project area throughout various times of the year. Project spec
must include the USFWS Standard BMPs for Migratory Bird Conservation. If any nests are
identified within the project footprint and may be disturbed by construction, then consultation and
permits may be required from USFWS and FWC. (09/12/2019 10:24:04)
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* Isthe proposed action or any part located within the 100-year floodplain, aso known as a Special
Flood Hazard Area (SFHA)?-- Yes
Please indicate the FEMA flood zone your project/proposal isin.: Project siteislocated in Zones:
AE (EL 8, 9',10), and VE (EL 10
Attachments. FEMA Flood Map: Flood Map - STA Panama City, FL (Flood Map - Panama
City.pdf, 447.66kB)

* Can the action be undertaken outside of the floodplain? -- No

» Could the proposed action impact the floodplain and/or could flooding affect the proposed action? --
Yes
What impacts would occur?: The project isin the vicinity of aflood plain.
Comments:
Robert Kappel (Interim), First, floodplain must be defined.  (09/12/2019 07:54:49)

» Has apublic notice been published? -- No - Notice is not required
Why is apublic notice not required?: Currently no notice is required as its building on a already
existing base.
** This question should be carefully checked by the Environmental Reviewer.

» Have measures to minimize impacts to/from the floodplain been incorporated into the proposal ? --
Yes
What measures have been included? BMP are put in place.

» Will any part of the proposed action take place within the coastal zone and/or State's Coastal
Management Area? -- Yes
Comments:
Robert Kappel (Interim), All of Floridais considered to be in the coastal zone and subject to the
State's Coastal Zone Management Program (CZMP). Consultation with Florida State Clearinghouse
must be conducted to ensure project is consistent with the Florida CZMP. (09/12/2019 08:44:21)

* IsaCoastal Zone Consistency Determination needed? -- Yes
Attachments: Consistency Determination: State Clearinghouse LTR 05AUG2021 (State Clearance
Letter for FL202106159260C- US Coast Guard Station Panama City.pdf, 588.28kB)

» Will the proposed action require the use of or increased use of potable water? -- Yes
Please Explain: The new multi-functional facility (30,500 SF) will introduce Showers (approx. 875
SF) and Housing units (approx. 2,850 SF) that the facilitiesit will replace did not.

» Will the potable water be provided by a public water supply? -- Yes

» Does the system have capacity to supply the amount of water needed? -- Yes

» Will new water lines need to be constructed? -- Yes
Please Describe (Length of connection, size of pipe, etc.): New multi-functional building will need to
connect to main water supply line on site.
Comments:
Robert Kappel (Interim), Permit with utility company may be required. (09/12/2019 07:57:40)
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** This question should be carefully checked by the Environmental Reviewer.

» Will noise levels be temporarily or permanently elevated by the proposed action?-- Yes
Please Explain: Pile driving and construction equipment will temporarily cause an increase in
airborne and in-water noise.
Comments:
Michael Clausen (Level 11), Thereis ahousing development behind the USCG property that may
disturb property owners. (11/04/2019 14:22:14)
Robert Kappel (Interim), Won't heavy machinery and equipment be used during demolition and new
construction including pile driving and dredging activities? (09/12/2019 07:59:34)

» Could the increased noise impact nearby sensitive receptors (e.g., residential areas, schools, daycare,
place of worship, hospitals, parks, wildlife refuges)? -- Yes
What types of receptors are nearby?. Residential area

» Will the noise increases be temporary (i.e., limited to the construction phase of the action)? -- Yes

* Will measures be taken to minimize impacts from noise (e.g., limit to hours of construction)?-- Yes
Please Explain: All projects have standard hours of work. All contracts have specify that noise
levels be minimized to max extent practicable. All noise requirements listed in permits will be
complied with.

» Arethereany local or State noise laws/regulations with which the proposed action must comply?
--Yes
Describe requirement: Bay County Code Sec. 17-72.: The following activities are exempt from the
above sound level and noise prohibitions:
(2)Constructing, repairing or demolishing buildings or structures or driving pilings:
a.ln areas zoned residential or seasonal resort, from 7:00 am. to 7:00 p.m., except a no times on
Sundays;
b.In areas zoned commercial, industrial, agricultural or public/institutional from 6:00 am. to 7:00
p.m.

» Will the proposed action be in compliance with local/State noise requirements? -- Yes

» Will the project generate air emissions?
--Yes
Please Explain: Air emissions will be generated thru the construction process. During normal
operations, air emissions will remain similar to before the project, except for an additional
emergency generator this project will introduce. The existing site had one emergency generator in
the building that was devastated by Hurricane Michael, this project will replace it with the new
multi-functional bldg. and add another one to the existing STA bldg. Population, boats, and vehicles
will not increase with this project.
Comments:
Robert Kappel (Interim), An air permit for construction and operation of the new EGs needs to be
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considered during project design. (09/12/2019 08:01:56)

* Isthe proposed action located in a nonattainment area? -- No

» Could theincrease in emissions exceed the EPA de minimislevelsfor criteria pollutants? -- No
Describe emission levels.: The areaisaNavy basein arura area.
Comments:
Michael Clausen (Level 11), | recommend putting "no" down. (11/04/2019 14:25:18)
Robert Kappel (Interim), Use the link provided. (09/12/2019 08:03:34)

» Will any part of the proposed action take place at an existing site where there is potential for
environmental contamination? -- No

» Will any part of the proposed action involve the use of hazardous materials or substances or generate
hazardous waste? -- Yes
Please describe the hazardous or toxic chemicals, radioactive materials, munitions, or explosives that
may be used or generated.. Construction of the new multi-functional building that includes marine
shops, the new emergency power generator facilities, and the waterfront piers restoration will
involve the use of paint, diesel and gasoline fuels.

 Does the proposed action include safety measures for the use, disposal, or transport of these media? -
-Yes
Please Describe: During construction, the project will take measures for pollution prevention. After
construction, the CG Station will follow the guidelines of their Pollution Prevention Plan.

* If needed, are there measures included in the proposed action to address potential effects to worker
safety and public health? -- Yes
Please Describe: The project will have safety measuresin place following current codes and safety
guidelines.

» Could the proposed action increase the potential for aterrorist attack on critical infrastructure or a
sensitive target? -- No

» Will the proposed action involve the use of new or unproven technology? -- No

 Could the proposed action degrade current environmental conditions? -- No
Comments:
Robert Kappel (Interim), BMPs for surface cleaning should be implemented to ensure contaminants
do not get into the waterway or surrounding soils and groundwater. (09/12/2019 09:38:59)

» Arethere low-income and/or minority populationsin the vicinity of the proposed action? -- No

» Would the proposed action be consistent with the local master plan, existing zoning, surrounding
land use, or the official land use plan for the specific site and/or the affected delineated areas? -- Yes

* Isthere potential for controversy (public or scientific) regarding the environmental impacts
associated with the proposed action? -- No
Comments:
Michael Clausen (Level 11), The Navy base will also be doing projects to restore the base. If needed
we could possibly partner with the Navy base on a public comment period and possible EA isoneis

Page 23 of 254 Printed On 9/9/2021 7:37:32 AM



Hurricane Michael Restore CG Station Panama City, FL (Unclassified)

deemed necessary. Having been stationed in Panama City 4 years ago the public are very receptive to
construction and welcome the jobs. In addition every 4 months the Navy/USCG have a community
breakfast and discuss projects for public comment which resembles a public meeting. If needed the
project can be discussed at this meeting for public opinion.  (04/07/2020 13:37:34)
Robert Kappel (Interim), If it is determined that an environmental assessment is warranted for this
project, then the public notice process will help answer this question. (09/12/2019 08:59:57)

 Arethere any other requirements for the protection of the environment that need to be considered for
this proposed action? -- No
Comments:
Robert Kappel (Interim), Spec will need to include the following: All fuel tank system work must
comply with Florida Administrative Code Chapter 62-762. Unit's SPCC Plan must be amended and
recertified by a PE once fuel system construction is completed. Waste batteries and fluorescent
bulbs must be managed in accordance with applicable universal waste regulations. CCA waste
timber shall be disposed in a State permitted Class | lined landfill, and shall remain covered and
secured while awaiting disposal. (09/12/2019 08:57:51)

» Will the proposed action take place ENTIRELY WITHIN the interior of an existing building or
structure? -- No

» Will the proposed action take place ENTIRELY ON an existing building or structure? -- No

» Does any part of the proposed project involve ground disturbing activities? -- Yes
Please provide a brief description of the projecct site (size, current/past land uses) and the proposed
ground disturbance (square feet, depth, reason for disturbance). A longer description can be
attached.: The property is Coast Guard owned, about 20.6 acres, and is located inside the perimeter
of the U.S. Naval Support Activity Panama City dating back to 1966. The site was severely
impacted by Hurricane Michael. The scope of the project includes: demolition (12 bldgs. about 14K
SF total), new multi-functional facility (31K SF), site improvements. Stormwater system repair
(grading, pipe repair), soil stabilization (9K SF), burying service power lines (2K LF), and new
paved area (40K SF) for vehicle circulation and parking, waterfront restoration (new piers and boat
ramp), dredging (approx. 650 CY), restoration of existing Station bldg. (9.5K SF), fuel tank (above
ground) size upgrades, and two independent alternate emergency power generation facilities. Refer
to project description documents for further details.
Attachments: Additional Description of Land Disturbance: (No files uploaded yet.)

* Isthe project on Federal land? -- Yes

» Does the proposed action have the potential to impact Native American graves or objects of cultural
patrimony? -- No
Explain: No native American grave sites are in the area. The areais on a Navy base on already
disturbed land.
Comments:
Robert Kappel (Interim), There are no available records indicating that the project site has historical
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or cultural value. The land has been previously disturbed. No archaeological surveys have been
conducted. (09/12/2019 08:12:57)

» Have archeological studies been undertaken on the site? -- Y es, archeological sites or the potential
for archeological sites were identified.

Please explain.: The USCG consulted with the Florida State Clearinghouse to determine if there were
any THPOs or FLSHPO that had an interest in this location

Attachments: Archeological studies/correspondence; State Clearance Letter for FL202106159260C-
US Coast Guard Station Panama City.pdf (State Clearance Letter for FL202106159260C- US Coast
Guard Station Panama City.pdf, 588.28kB)

* Isthere potential for archeological sitesto be impacted by the proposed action? -- No
Explain: No known archeological sites are known to exist. The RFP requires awork stoppage
should potential cultural resources be encountered
** This question should be carefully checked by the Environmental Reviewer.

* Has concurrence been requested from the SHPO/THPQO? -- Y es, the SHPO/THPO concurred
Attachments. SHPO/THPO concurrence: State Clearance Letter for FL202106159260C- US Coast
Guard Station Panama City.pdf (State Clearance Letter for FL202106159260C- US Coast Guard
Station Panama City.pdf, 588.28kB)

* Isany portion of the proposed action located in, on, or in the vicinity of buildings or structures that
are 45 years of age or older or have potential for historic significance? -- No
Comments:

Jessica Parks, There are no known historical structures on this Station. We know of no other cultural
resources this project could affect. The Pier/Wharf isthe only known structure that is >50 years old
according to the shore facility inventory. This pier has deteriorated over the years and has reached to
end of its life expectancy and was further damaged by the recent hurricanes. The USCG does not
consider it to have any cultural or historical characteristics and plansto replace it as part of this
project. (07/27/2021 14:07:53)
Robert Kappel (Interim), Please confirm using SFI. If any buildings or structures are at least 50 years
old and will be affected by the proposed action, then SHPO must be consulted. (09/12/2019
08:29:08)

Law By Law Review

* Isthe proposed action associated with any other proposed actions? -- No

» Will the proposed action take place ENTIRELY WITHIN the interior of an existing building or
structure? -- No

» Will the proposed action take place ENTIRELY ON an existing building/structure? -- No

» Will there be any ground disturbing activities? -- Yes
Please provide a brief description of the projecct site (size, current/past land uses) and the proposed
ground disturbance (square feet, depth, reason for disturbance). A longer description can be
attached.: The property is Coast Guard owned, about 20.6 acres, and is located inside the perimeter
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of the U.S. Naval Support Activity Panama City dating back to 1966. The site was severely
impacted by Hurricane Michael. The scope of the project includes: demolition (12 bldgs. about 14K
SF total), new multi-functional facility (31K SF), site improvements. Stormwater system repair
(grading, pipe repair), soil stabilization (9K SF), burying service power lines (2K LF), and new
paved area (40K SF) for vehicle circulation and parking, waterfront restoration (new piers and boat
ramp), dredging (approx. 650 CY), restoration of existing Station bldg. (9.5K SF), fuel tank (above
ground) size upgrades, and two independent alternate emergency power generation facilities. Refer
to project description documents for further details.
Attachments: Additional Description of Land Disturbance: (No files uploaded yet.)

* Isthe proposed action located in an urban area as designated by the U.S. Census Bureau? -- Yes

» Arethere any sole source aquifers or wellhead/wellfield protection zones in or adjacent to the project
area? -- No

» Will the proposed action increase impervious surfaces (i.e., buildings, parking lots) or stormwater
runoff? -- Yes
Please Describe: Incidental to the new multi-functional building that will replace facilities damaged
by Hurricane Michael, about 40K SF of new impervious areawill be required for vehicle circulation
parking and laydown.
Comments:
Michael Clausen (Level 11), Changing the waterfront footprint such as culvert, storm drains, and
drainage of the parking lot will require Water Management District, FDEP and possibly Army Corps
Permitsif it is not already in compliance with a existing permit. (11/04/2019 13:24:31)
Robert Kappel (Interim), Storm water permitting will be required. NPDES permitting may also be
required. (09/11/2019 15:24:00)

* Isthetreatment of stormwater during construction and/or for the final action included in the
proposed action/design? -- Yes
Please Describe: Preventive measures to eliminate contamination of stormwater during construction
shall be implemented

» Will the proposed action take place at a Federally-owned facility with an existing NPDES/M$4
permit? -- No
Comments:
Robert Kappel (Interim), Based on the answer, a copy of the permit should be obtained and uploaded
to the DSS. (09/11/2019 15:25:39)

* Isalocal or state stormwater permit needed? -- Yes
Please describe: Temporary and permanent stormwater best management practices (BMPs) and a
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) will be incorporated into
the project.

» Will any part of the proposed action involve creating, disturbing, and/or removing vegetated areas? -
-Yes
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Please describe (e.g., what is the size of the area to be affected and what type(s) of vegetation are
present?): Areas vegetated by turf grass may be disturbed in order to excavate to repair/replace
stormwater system as well as construct the new multi-function building.

Comments:

Robert Kappel (Interim), Won't the swale work? (09/11/2019 15:27:38)

» Could the proposed action involve areas where the presence of non-indigenous or invasive species
are of special concern? -- No

 Could the proposed action cause or promote the spread of non-indigenous or invasive species? -- No

» Could the proposed action have the potential to assist with the management of non-indigenous or
invasive species? -- No

» Arethere any state or federally listed threatened or endangered plant species and/or critical habitat
present in areas directly/indirectly affected by the proposed action? -- Yes
Indicate source(s) of information and coordination and attach correspondence, if available.:
Consultation package sent to USFWS on 15JUL2021.

Attachments: Protected Species Coordination: State Clearance LTR 05AUG2021 (State Clearance
Letter for FL202106159260C- US Coast Guard Station Panama City.pdf, 588.28kB) IPaC Species
List (Enc 1 Species List_ Panama City Ecological Services Field Office.pdf, 182.52kB)

** This question should be carefully checked by the Environmental Reviewer.

» Will the action affect state or federally listed threatened or endangered plant species or their
designated critical habitat? -- May affect but not likely to adversely affect species or designated
critical habitat
Please Explain: Areais highly developed/paved and project may affect but not likely to adversely
affect species or designated critical habitat. The in-water work will undergo additional consultation
with USFWS and NOAA Fisheries during the permitting process. The USCG initiated consultation
with both the USFWS and NOAA, but have not heard back from either.

Comments:

Jessica Parks, Consultation package sent to USFWS on 15JUL 2021 seeking concurrence seeks
concurrence on afinding that the proposed work may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect the
Florida Skullcap, Godfrey’s Butterwort, Harper’ s Beauty, Telephus Spurge, and White Birds-in-a-
Nest. (07/21/2021 13:48:42)

* Hasthe USFWS/NMFS concurred with DHS' determination? -- Yes
Please Explain: NOAA has requested that consultation occur during the permit application phase and
thiswill take place once a 35% design has occurred and after the design build contract is awarded.
Attachments: Concurrence Letter: SERO-2021-01708 USCG Panama City Station Restoration.pdf
(SERO-2021-01708 USCG Panama City Station Restoration.pdf, 119.73kB)

» Will elements of the proposed action occur on, in, or adjacent to bodies of water?-- Yes
Please Explain: The northern boundary of the site is waterfront (about 1,350 LF) to Alligator Bayou,
Saint Andrew Bay, FL.
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Comments:
Robert Kappel (Interim), Waterfront work, culvert, storm drains, and dredging will require Water
Management District, FDEP and Army Corps Permits. (09/12/2019 08:34:32)

* Isthere essential fish habitat in the vicinity of the proposed action? -- Yes
Please Explain: EFH query shows that the location is an EFH for Red Drum, avariety of Reef Fish,
Coastal Migratory Pelagics, four species of shrimp, Bull Shark, Spinner Shark, Scalloped
Hammerhead Shark, Blacktip Shark (Gulf of Mexico stock), and Bonnethead Shark (Gulf of Mexico
stock).
There are no Habitat Areas of Particular Concern (HAPC) identified at the report location.
No EFH Areas Protected from Fishing (EFHA) were identified at the report location.
Comments:
Robert Kappel (Interim), According to the NMFS EFH Mapper, the location intersects EFH for the
Red Drum and variety of reef fish. However, No Habitat Areas of Particular Concern (HAPC) were
identified at the report location, and No EFH Areas Protected from Fishing (EFHA) were identified
at the report location. Prior project biological survey of waterfront identified patches of seagrassin
the vicinity of the piers. Consultation with NMFS HCD may be required depending on the findings
of the updated survey. (09/12/2019 10:22:13)

» Could the proposed action adversely affect essential fish habitat? -- No
Please Explain: Permitting for in-water work will go through NOAA consults and USFWS consults
and USACE and state in-water permitting will specify any permit conditions that when followed will
prevent an adverse effect on essential fish habitat.

 Arethere any marine sanctuaries within the immediate vicinity of the proposed action? -- No
Comments:
Michael Clausen (Level 11), My research shows no marine sanctuaries in the immediate vicinity of
this project. (11/04/2019 13:26:20)
Robert Kappel (Interim), National Marine Sanctuaries Website did not indicate the presence of any
protected areas in the immediate vicinity of the project site. The Flower Garden Banks NM S iswell
offshore in the Gulf of Mexico. (09/12/2019 07:07:46)

» Arethere wetlands or waters of the U.S. on the project site or in the vicinity of the proposed action? -
-Yes
Explain and attach map of wetlands/waters of the U.S.: Alligator Bayou is adjacent to the project and
Is considered awetland.
Attachments. Wetland Map: STA Panama City Wetland Mapper (STA Panama City Wetland
Mapper.pdf, 619.48kB)
Comments:
Michael Clausen (Level 11), | would mark this as yes and enter in Alligator Bayou. (11/04/2019
13:54:53)
Robert Kappel (Interim), Previously identified were Alligator Bayou St Andrews Bay and Gulf of
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Mexico. (09/12/2019 07:08:51)

» Does the proposed action involve construction in, filling of, placement of a structure (culvert, levy,
etc.) in, discharge to, or crossing of the wetland/waters of the U.S.?-- Yes
Describe impact (area of fill, crossing, etc.): Consultation with utilities and Florida waterways
district will be needed.

 Can the proposed action be undertaken in a manner to avoid impacts to wetlands or waters of the
U.S.?-- No
Please Explain: The USCG has identified the effects and avoided, minimized, or compensated for
those impacts by building on aready disturbed ground.

» Have measures been taken as part of the proposed action to minimize impacts to wetlands/waters of
theU.S.?-- Yes
Please Explain: The USCG has identified the effects and avoided, minimized, or compensated for
those impacts by planning to build on already disturbed ground.

» Does the proposed action qualify for a Nationwide Permit pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean
Water Act?-- Yes
Name Nationwide Permit under which the proposed action is covered.: North Florida Water
Management District storm water permit required for increase of impervious surface > or = to 4,000
sf in uplands. NPDES Permit mod may be required for increase in storm water discharge to
navigable water. Petroleum contaminated soil and groundwater may be encountered during
excavation.

» Have you received a Nationwide Permit under the Clean Water Act?-- No
** This question should be carefully checked by the Environmental Reviewer.

* Isthe proposed action on or adjacent to aWild and Scenic River? -- No
Comments:
Michael Clausen (Level 11), | would just put no on thisone. (11/04/2019 13:55:14)
Robert Kappel (Interim), The US Wild and Scenic Rivers Map did not indicate any in the vicinity of
the project. (09/12/2019 07:14:06)

* Isthere a Coastal Barrier Unit or otherwise protected area on or adjacent to the proposed action? --
No
Please Explain: The Coastal Barrier Mapper does not show any coastal barriers for this or adjacent
Sites.

* Isthe proposed action in or adjacent to a wilderness area? -- No

* Isthe proposed action in or adjacent to a Wildlife Refuge? -- No

* Isthe proposed action on or adjacent to a National Natural Landmark? -- No

* Isthe proposed action in or adjacent to a National Park and/or Monument? -- No

» Could a state or federal listed threatened or endangered species and/or critical habitat be present in
the area of the proposed action? -- No
Explain how you know that there are no protected species or habitat in areas that may be influenced
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by the proposed action.: Areato be rebuild is already on previously disturbed land.
Attachments: Federal and/or State correspondence: State Clearance LTR 05AUG2021 (State
Clearance Letter for FL202106159260C- US Coast Guard Station Panama City.pdf, 588.28kB)
Comments:
Robert Kappel (Interim), Query available information found on the website at fws.gov ipac. West
Indian Manatee, seaturtles, birds, reptiles and Panama City Crayfish have been tentatively identified
as potentially occurring in the project area. No designated Critical Habitat is present per the website.
A biological survey of the project area will better identify what's there or not. Consultation with
NMFS PRD, USFWS, and FWC may be required. Work spec must include the standard manatee,
sea turtle and sawfish construction protection conditions asis required for all work in or over the
water in Florida. New lighting shall be turtle friendly to the maximum extent pracicable. Indigo
Snake and Gopher Tortoise protection measures should be included in the work spec in the unlikely
event they are present within the project footprint. (09/12/2019 10:23:21)

» Could any part of the proposed action have the potential to affect migratory birds, and/or their
habitat? -- No
Comments:
Robert Kappel (Interim), Use the same website as previous question to provide answers. At least 28
migratory bird species could be in the project area throughout various times of the year. Project spec
must include the USFWS Standard BMPs for Migratory Bird Conservation. If any nests are
identified within the project footprint and may be disturbed by construction, then consultation and
permits may be required from USFWS and FWC. (09/12/2019 10:24:04)

* Isthe proposed action or any part located within the 100-year floodplain, also known as a Special
Flood Hazard Area (SFHA)?-- Yes
Please indicate the FEMA flood zone your project/proposal isin.: Project siteislocated in Zones:
AE (EL 8, 9,10), and VE (EL 10)
Attachments. FEMA Flood Map: Flood Map - STA Panama City, FL (Flood Map - Panama
City.pdf, 447.66kB)

* Can the action be undertaken outside of the floodplain? -- No

» Could the proposed action impact the floodplain and/or could flooding affect the proposed action? --
Yes
What impacts would occur?: The project isin the vicinity of aflood plain.
Comments:
Robert Kappel (Interim), First, floodplain must be defined.  (09/12/2019 07:54:49)

» Hasapublic notice been published? -- No - Notice is not required
Why is apublic notice not required?: Currently no notice is required as its building on a already
existing base.
** This question should be carefully checked by the Environmental Reviewer.
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» Have measures to minimize impacts to/from the floodplain been incorporated into the proposal ? --
Yes
What measures have been included? BMP are put in place.

» Will any part of the proposed action take place within the coastal zone and/or State's Coastal
Management Area? -- Yes
Comments:
Robert Kappel (Interim), All of Floridais considered to be in the coastal zone and subject to the
State's Coastal Zone Management Program (CZMP). Consultation with Florida State Clearinghouse
must be conducted to ensure project is consistent with the Florida CZMP. (09/12/2019 08:44:21)

* IsaCoastal Zone Consistency Determination needed? -- Yes
Attachments: Consistency Determination: State Clearinghouse LTR 05AUG2021 (State Clearance
Letter for FL202106159260C- US Coast Guard Station Panama City.pdf, 588.28kB)

» Will the proposed action require the use of or increased use of potable water? -- Yes
Please Explain: The new multi-functional facility (30,500 SF) will introduce Showers (approx. 875
SF) and Housing units (approx. 2,850 SF) that the facilitiesit will replace did not.

» Will the potable water be provided by a public water supply? -- Yes

» Does the system have capacity to supply the amount of water needed? -- Yes

» Will new water lines need to be constructed? -- Yes
Please Describe (Length of connection, size of pipe, etc.): New multi-functional building will need to
connect to main water supply line on site.
Comments:
Robert Kappel (Interim), Permit with utility company may be required. (09/12/2019 07:57:40)

** This question should be carefully checked by the Environmental Reviewer.

» Will noise levels be temporarily or permanently elevated by the proposed action?-- Yes
Please Explain: Pile driving and construction equipment will temporarily cause an increase in
airborne and in-water noise.
Comments:
Michael Clausen (Level 11), Thereis ahousing development behind the USCG property that may
disturb property owners. (11/04/2019 14:22:14)
Robert Kappel (Interim), Won't heavy machinery and equipment be used during demolition and new
construction including pile driving and dredging activities? (09/12/2019 07:59:34)

» Could the increased noise impact nearby sensitive receptors (e.g., residential areas, schools, daycare,
place of worship, hospitals, parks, wildlife refuges)? -- Yes
What types of receptors are nearby?: Residential area

» Will the noise increases be temporary (i.e., limited to the construction phase of the action)? -- Yes

* Will measures be taken to minimize impacts from noise (e.g., limit to hours of construction)?-- Yes
Please Explain: All projects have standard hours of work. All contracts have specify that noise
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levels be minimized to max extent practicable. All noise requirements listed in permits will be
complied with.

» Arethereany local or State noise laws/regulations with which the proposed action must comply?
--Yes
Describe requirement: Bay County Code Sec. 17-72.: The following activities are exempt from the
above sound level and noise prohibitions:
(2)Constructing, repairing or demolishing buildings or structures or driving pilings:
a.ln areas zoned residential or seasonal resort, from 7:00 am. to 7:00 p.m., except a no times on
Sundays;
b.In areas zoned commercial, industrial, agricultural or public/institutional from 6:00 am. to 7:00
p.m.

» Will the proposed action be in compliance with local/State noise requirements? -- Yes

» Will the project generate air emissions?
--Yes
Please Explain: Air emissions will be generated thru the construction process. During normal
operations, air emissions will remain similar to before the project, except for an additional
emergency generator this project will introduce. The existing site had one emergency generator in
the building that was devastated by Hurricane Michael, this project will replace it with the new
multi-functional bldg. and add another one to the existing STA bldg. Population, boats, and vehicles
will not increase with this project.
Comments:
Robert Kappel (Interim), An air permit for construction and operation of the new EGs needs to be
considered during project design. (09/12/2019 08:01:56)

* Isthe proposed action located in a nonattainment area? -- No

» Could theincrease in emissions exceed the EPA de minimislevelsfor criteria pollutants? -- No
Describe emission levels.: The areaisaNavy basein arura area.
Comments:
Michael Clausen (Level 11), | recommend putting "no" down. (11/04/2019 14:25:18)
Robert Kappel (Interim), Use the link provided. (09/12/2019 08:03:34)

» Will any part of the proposed action take place at an existing site where there is potential for
environmental contamination? -- No

» Will any part of the proposed action involve the use of hazardous materials or substances or generate
hazardous waste? -- Yes
Please describe the hazardous or toxic chemicals, radioactive materials, munitions, or explosives that
may be used or generated.. Construction of the new multi-functional building that includes marine
shops, the new emergency power generator facilities, and the waterfront piers restoration will
involve the use of paint, diesel and gasoline fuels.
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» Does the proposed action include safety measures for the use, disposal, or transport of these media? -
-Yes
Please Describe: During construction, the project will take measures for pollution prevention. After
construction, the CG Station will follow the guidelines of their Pollution Prevention Plan.

* If needed, are there measures included in the proposed action to address potential effects to worker
safety and public health? -- Yes
Please Describe: The project will have safety measuresin place following current codes and safety
guidelines.

» Could the proposed action increase the potential for aterrorist attack on critical infrastructure or a
sensitive target? -- No

» Will the proposed action involve the use of new or unproven technology? -- No

 Could the proposed action degrade current environmental conditions? -- No
Comments:
Robert Kappel (Interim), BMPs for surface cleaning should be implemented to ensure contaminants
do not get into the waterway or surrounding soils and groundwater. (09/12/2019 09:38:59)

* Arethere low-income and/or minority populationsin the vicinity of the proposed action? -- No

» Would the proposed action be consistent with the local master plan, existing zoning, surrounding
land use, or the official land use plan for the specific site and/or the affected delineated areas? -- Yes

* Isthere potential for controversy (public or scientific) regarding the environmenta impacts
associated with the proposed action? -- No
Comments:
Michael Clausen (Level 11), The Navy base will also be doing projects to restore the base. If needed
we could possibly partner with the Navy base on a public comment period and possible EA isoneis
deemed necessary. Having been stationed in Panama City 4 years ago the public are very receptive to
construction and welcome the jobs. In addition every 4 months the Navy/USCG have a community
breakfast and discuss projects for public comment which resembles a public meeting. If needed the
project can be discussed at this meeting for public opinion.  (04/07/2020 13:37:34)
Robert Kappel (Interim), If it is determined that an environmental assessment is warranted for this
project, then the public notice process will help answer this question. (09/12/2019 08:59:57)

 Arethere any other requirements for the protection of the environment that need to be considered for
this proposed action? -- No
Comments:
Robert Kappel (Interim), Spec will need to include the following: All fuel tank system work must
comply with Florida Administrative Code Chapter 62-762. Unit's SPCC Plan must be amended and
recertified by a PE once fuel system construction is completed. Waste batteries and fluorescent
bulbs must be managed in accordance with applicable universal waste regulations. CCA waste
timber shall be disposed in a State permitted Class | lined landfill, and shall remain covered and
secured while awaiting disposal. (09/12/2019 08:57:51)
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» Will the proposed action take place ENTIRELY WITHIN the interior of an existing building or
structure? -- No

» Will the proposed action take place ENTIRELY ON an existing building or structure? -- No

» Does any part of the proposed project involve ground disturbing activities? -- Yes
Please provide a brief description of the projecct site (size, current/past land uses) and the proposed
ground disturbance (square feet, depth, reason for disturbance). A longer description can be
attached.: The property is Coast Guard owned, about 20.6 acres, and is located inside the perimeter
of the U.S. Naval Support Activity Panama City dating back to 1966. The site was severely
impacted by Hurricane Michael. The scope of the project includes: demolition (12 bldgs. about 14K
SF total), new multi-functional facility (31K SF), site improvements. Stormwater system repair
(grading, pipe repair), soil stabilization (9K SF), burying service power lines (2K LF), and new
paved area (40K SF) for vehicle circulation and parking, waterfront restoration (new piers and boat
ramp), dredging (approx. 650 CY), restoration of existing Station bldg. (9.5K SF), fuel tank (above
ground) size upgrades, and two independent alternate emergency power generation facilities. Refer
to project description documents for further details.
Attachments: Additional Description of Land Disturbance: (No files uploaded yet.)

* Isthe project on Federal land? -- Yes

 Does the proposed action have the potential to impact Native American graves or objects of cultural
patrimony? -- No
Explain: No native American grave sites are in the area. The areais on a Navy base on already
disturbed land.
Comments:
Robert Kappel (Interim), There are no available records indicating that the project site has historical
or cultural value. The land has been previously disturbed. No archaeological surveys have been
conducted. (09/12/2019 08:12:57)

» Have archeological studies been undertaken on the site? -- Y es, archeological sites or the potential
for archeological sites were identified.
Please explain.: The USCG consulted with the Florida State Clearinghouse to determine if there were
any THPOs or FLSHPO that had an interest in this location
Attachments: Archeological studies/correspondence; State Clearance Letter for FL202106159260C-
US Coast Guard Station Panama City.pdf (State Clearance Letter for FL202106159260C- US Coast
Guard Station Panama City.pdf, 588.28kB)

* Isthere potential for archeological sitesto be impacted by the proposed action? -- No
Explain: No known archeological sites are known to exist. The RFP requires awork stoppage
should potential cultural resources be encountered
** This question should be carefully checked by the Environmental Reviewer.

* Has concurrence been requested from the SHPO/THPO? -- Y es, the SHPO/THPO concurred
Attachments. SHPO/THPO concurrence: State Clearance Letter for FL202106159260C- US Coast
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Guard Station Panama City.pdf (State Clearance Letter for FL202106159260C- US Coast Guard
Station Panama City.pdf, 588.28kB)

* Isany portion of the proposed action located in, on, or in the vicinity of buildings or structures that
are 45 years of age or older or have potential for historic significance? -- No
Comments:
Jessica Parks, There are no known historical structures on this Station. We know of no other cultural
resources this project could affect. The Pier/Wharf isthe only known structure that is >50 years old
according to the shore facility inventory. This pier has deteriorated over the years and has reached to
end of its life expectancy and was further damaged by the recent hurricanes. The USCG does not
consider it to have any cultural or historical characteristics and plansto replace it as part of this
project. (07/27/2021 14:07:53)
Robert Kappel (Interim), Please confirm using SFI. If any buildings or structures are at least 50 years
old and will be affected by the proposed action, then SHPO must be consulted. (09/12/2019
08:29:08)

* National Historic Preservation Act (Not Answered)

» Endangered Species Act (Not Answered)

» Coastal Barrier Resources Act (CBRA) (Not Answered)

» Clean Water Act (Not Answered)

» Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) (Not Answered)

» Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (FWCA) (Not Answered)

» Clean Air Act (Not Answered)

» Farmland Protection Policy Act (Not Answered)

» Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) (Not Answered)

» Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA) (Not Answered)

* Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (WSR) (Not Answered)

» Executive Order 11988 - Floodplains (Not Answered)

» Executive Order 11990 - Wetlands (Not Answered)

» Executive Order 12898 - Environmental Justice for Low Income and Minority Populations (Not
Answered)
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DHS Record of Environmental Consideration (REC)
for Categorically Excluded Actions under NEPA

INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this Record of Environmental Consideration (REC) is to provide a record that the potential for
impacts to the quality of the human environment has been considered in the decision to implement the
Proposed Action described below, in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA)
and DHS Directive 023-01 and Instruction Manual 023-01-001-01 on implementation of NEPA. DHS integrates
the NEPA process with review and compliance requirements under other Federal laws, regulations, Executive
Orders, and other requirements for the stewardship and protection of the human environment, as reflected in
Section Il (8) of this REC. Signature of the DHS Proponent on this REC demonstrates that they have
considered the potential for impacts to the human environment in their decision to implement the Proposed
Action as required by NEPA, and are committing to any conditions listed in Section IV of this REC that may be
required for implementation of the project. When completed, the form is to be signed by the Preparer, the
Environmental Approver, and the Action Proponent. The completed REC becomes a part of the administrative
record for the Proposed Action.

SECTION | - Description of Proposed Action

1. Name of Component Authorizing the Proposed Action:

U.S. Coast Guard USCG Civil Engineering Unit — Miami FI

2. Title of Proposed Action:

Hurricane Michael Restore CG Station Panama City, FL

3. Identifying Number of Proposed Action:
DSS-USCG-2019-8159

4. Estimated Start Date and Useful Life of Proposed Action:
Start Date: 06/01/2021 - End Date: 9/1/2023

5. Location of Proposed Action:

Site Specific: 1700 Thomas Drive, Panama City, Florida, 32408

6. Description of Proposed Action:

This project is to restore USCG Station and its tenant units at Panama City, FL as a result of severe damage
caused by Hurricane Michael. The site is in CG owned property located at 1700 Thomas Dr. Panama City,
FL 32408, within the perimeter of US Naval Support Activity (NSA) Panama City. The scope of the project
includes: demolition, site improvements, waterfront restoration, dredging, restoration of existing Station bldg.,
a new multi-functional facility, fuel tank size upgrades, and independent alternate emergency power
generation facilities for both the existing CG Station bldg. and the new multi-functional building. For additional
information see Project Description Document attached.

SECTION Il - Analysis of Extraordinary Circumstances

7. [X] Proposed Action is not a piece of a larger action
[0 Proposed Action is a piece of a larger action
Remarks:

8. For A through K, check the appropriate box and provide an explanation when appropriate. Include a
summary of any coordination or consultation that occurred with a resource or regulatory agency, if relevant.

| A. Will the Proposed Action have a potentially significant effect on public health or safety?
Yes No

Remarks:
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| 3] B. Will the Proposed Action have a potentially significant effect on species or habitats protected

Yes No by the Endangered Species Act, Marine Mammal Protection Act, Migratory Bird Treaty Act, Bald
and Golden Eagle Protection Act, or Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act?

Remarks:

| X C. Will the Proposed Action have a potentially significant effect on a district, highway, structure,

Yes No Or object thatis listed or eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)?
Will the Proposed Action have a potentially significant effect on a historic or cultural resource,
traditionalor sacred site, or result in the destruction of a significant scientific, cultural, or historic
resource?

Remarks:

| 3] D. Will the Proposed Action have a potentially significant effect on an environmentally sensitive
Yes No area?

Remarks:

O B E. Will the Proposed Action result in the potential violation of a Federal, State, or local law or
Yes No requirementimposed to protect the environment?

Remarks:

| X F. Will the Proposed Action have an effect on the quality of the human environment that is likely
Yes No to be highly controversial in terms of scientific validity, likely to be highly uncertain, or likely to
involve unique or unknown environmental risks?

Remarks:

| X G. Will the Proposed Action employ new or unproven technology that is likely to involve unique

Yes No Or unknown environmental risks, where the effect on the human environment is likely to be
highly uncertain, or where the effect on the human environment is likely to be highly
controversial in terms of scientific validity?

Remarks:

O B H. Will the Proposed Action establish a precedent for future actions that have significant
Yes No  effects?

Remarks:

| x I. Is the Proposed Action significantly greater in scope or size than normally experienced for its
Yes No particular category of action?

Remarks:

| 3] J. Does the Proposed Action have the potential to result in significant degradation of existing

Yes No poor environmental conditions? Will the Proposed Action initiate a potentially significant
environmentally degrading influence, activity, or effect in areas not significantly modified from
their natural condition?

Remarks:

| x K. Is the Proposed Action related to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively
Yes No Significant impacts?

Remarks:

SECTION Il - Categorical Exclusion (CATEX) Determination
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9. This action is not expected to result in any significant adverse environmental impacts as described in the
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). The proposed action has been thoroughly reviewed by the
U.S. Coast Guard and it has been determined, by the undersigned, that this action is categorically excluded
under current DHS CATEX L14*,L30*,L24* from further environmental documentation, in accordance with
Section 3 of DHS Directive 023-01, Environmental Planning Program since implementation of this action:

I. Clearly fits within one or more of the CATEXSs listed in Appendix A, Table 1 of DHS Instruction Manual
023-01-001-01, Revision 01;

Il. Is not a piece of a larger action which has been segmented into smaller parts in order to avoid a more
extensive evaluation of the potential for significant environmental impacts;

I1l. Does not involve any extraordinary circumstances, as defined in Section 5(B)(2) of DHS Instruction
Manual 023-01-001-01, Revision 01, that would preclude the application of a CATEX due to the potential for
significant environmental impacts.

SECTION IV - Conditions
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10. The following conditions are required to implement the Proposed Action:

[X]1. Spec must include: Best management practices (BMP) must be implemented to maintain Water Quality
pursuant to Rule 62-302 F.A.C. At a minimum, BMPs should include the use of tarps and working enclosures to
prevent debris from reaching the waterway.

[XI2. Spec must include: Light ballasts and oil filled electrical transformers identified as containing PCBs, or
assumed to be PCB containing shall be managed IAW 40CFR761.

[xI3. Applicable regulatory permits and approvals must be obtained prior to construction commencement. This
includes FDEP NPDES, SWFWMD, and USACE.

[X14. Initial EPCRA notification for LOX will need to be made to SERC, LEPC, and local FD. Unit may be
required to file annual reports of storage and usage.

[xI5. Asbestos, lead, and mold surveys must be performed. Appropriate and applicable control measures must
be placed in the work specification.

[XI6. Migratory Bird BMPs must be placed in the work specification.

[XI7. Spec must include a requirement for construction to be halted and KO notified if human or aboriginal
remains are encountered during excavation.

[xI8. Spec must include: Universal Waste Fluorescent Bulbs shall be managed in accordance with Chapter 62-
737 of the Florida Administrative Code. Disposal receipts must be submitted to the USCG.

[X]9. Spec must include: Solid waste and non-hazardous debris must be managed in accordance with F.A.C.
Rule 62-701. Construction and demolition debris shall be disposed of at a permitted facility in accordance with
F.A.C. Rule 62-701.730.

[X110. Spec must include: Petroleum impacted soil, if encountered, must be properly containerized and
disposed in accordance with applicable State regulations. Prior to proceeding with the project the contractor
must contact COTR and USCG Construction Branch Manager.

[XIAny change to the Proposed Action that may cause a physical interaction with the human environment will
require re-evaluation for compliance with NEPA and other EP&HP requirements before the action can proceed.

[XIThis review addresses NEPA and other EP&HP requirements as described in DHS Directive 023-01. This
review may identify the need for additional federal, state, and/or local permits, approvals, etc. required for the
Proposed Action. However, this review may not satisfy those requirements and the Proponent is responsible
for ensuring that all other appropriate federal, state, and/or local permits, approvals, etc. have been obtained.

SECTION V - Signatures

11a. Preparer of this REC
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Name: Digitally signed by Jessica Parks at 08/27/2021 |Date:
2:54 PM
Jessica Parks 08/27/2021

Jessica Parks

11b. Environmental Approver of this REC

Name: Digitally signed by Richard Hylton (Level II) at Date:
09/07/2021 3:29 PM
Richard Hylton (Level I1) 09/07/2021

Richard Hylton (Level 1)

11c. Action Proponent

Name: Digitally signed by John Berry at 09/08/2021 Date:
4:17 PM

John Berry 09/08/2021
John Berry
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Preview of Attachments
The following pages will display this project's attachments that are of these file types:
* .jpg /.jpeg
* .png
o gif
o ixt
o .pdf

The attachments of compatible file types from this project are:

* MIGRATORY BIRD CONSERVATION MEASURES
(nationwidestandardconservationmeasures.pdf)

* Manatee Grating Requirements for Stormwater conveyances (manatee_grates (2).pdf)

» Sea Turtle Lighting Guidelines (SeaTurtle_LightingGuidelines2.pdf)

» Std Manatee Protection Conditions (2011_StandardConditionsForin-waterWork.pdf)

» Gopher Tortoise Permitting (GTPermittingGuidelines.pdf)

» Eastern Indigo Snake Guidelines (20130812_EIS Standard Protection
Measures_final.pdf)

» 2016 Biological Survey of Waterfront (USCG Station Panama City Marine Resources
Survey 20161206.pdf)

Note:
All project attachments can be downloaded at the 'Manage Attachments' page.
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NATIONWIDE STANDARD CONSERVATION MEASURES

Listed below are effective measures that should be employed at all project development sites
nationwide with the goal of reducing impacts to birds and their habitats. These measures are
grouped into three categories: General, Habitat Protection, and Stressor Management. These
measures may be updated through time. We recommend checking the Conservation Measures
website regularly for the most up-to-date list.

1. General Measures

a.

f.

Educate all employees, contractors, and/or site visitors of relevant rules and regulations
that protect wildlife. See the Service webpage on Regulations and Policies for more
information on regulations that protect migratory birds.
Prior to removal of an inactive nest, ensure that the nest is not protected under the
Endangered Species Act (ESA) or the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA).
Nests protected under ESA or BGEPA cannot be removed without a valid permit.

i.  See the Service Nest Destruction Policy
Do not collect birds (live or dead) or their parts (e.g., feathers) or nests without a valid
permit. Please visit the Service permits page for more information on permits and permit
applications.
Provide enclosed solid waste receptacles at all project areas. Non-hazardous solid waste
(trash) would be collected and deposited in the on-site receptacles. Solid waste would be
collected and disposed of by a local waste disposal contractor. For more information
about solid waste and how to properly dispose of it, see the EPA Non-Hazardous Waste
website.
Report any incidental take of a migratory bird, to the local Service Office of Law

Enforcement.
Consult and follow applicable Service industry guidance.

2. Habitat Protection

a.

b.

d.

Page 42 of 254

Minimize project creep by clearly delineating and maintaining project boundaries
(including staging areas).
Consult all local, State, and Federal regulations for the development of an appropriate
buffer distance between development site and any wetland or waterway. For more
information on wetland protection regulations see the Clean Water Act sections 401 and
404.
Maximize use of disturbed land for all project activities (i.e., siting, lay-down areas, and
construction).
Implement standard soil erosion and dust control measures. For example:
i.  Establish vegetation cover to stabilize soil
ii.  Use erosion blankets to prevent soil loss
iii.  Water bare soil to prevent wind erosion and dust issues
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3. Stressor Management

Stressor: Vegetation Removal
Conservation Goal: Avoid direct take of adults, chicks, or eggs.

Conservation Measure 1: Schedule all vegetation removal, trimming, and grading of
vegetated areas outside of the peak bird breeding season to the maximum extent practicable.
Use available resources, such as internet-based tools (e.g., the FWS’s Information, Planning
and Conservation system and Avian Knowledge Network) to identify peak breeding months
for local bird species; or, contact local Service Migratory Bird Program Office for breeding
bird information.

Conservation Measure 2: When project activities cannot occur outside the bird nesting
season, conduct surveys prior to scheduled activity to determine if active nests are present
within the area of impact and buffer any nesting locations found during surveys.

1) Generally, the surveys should be conducted no more than five days prior to scheduled
activity.

2) Timing and dimensions of the area to be surveyed vary and will depend on the nature
of the project, location, and expected level of vegetation disturbance.

3) If active nests or breeding behavior (e.g., courtship, nest building, territorial defense,
etc.) are detected during these surveys, no vegetation removal activities should be
conducted until nestlings have fledged or the nest fails or breeding behaviors are no
longer observed. If the activity must occur, establish a buffer zone around the nest
and no activities will occur within that zone until nestlings have fledged and left the
nest area. The dimension of the buffer zone will depend on the proposed activity,
habitat type, and species present and should be coordinated with the local or regional
Service office.

4) When establishing a buffer zone, construct a barrier (e.g., plastic fencing) to protect
the area. If the fence is knocked down or destroyed, work will suspend wholly, or in
part, until the fence is satisfactorily repaired.

5) When establishing a buffer zone, a qualified biologist will be present onsite to serve
as a biological monitor during vegetation clearing and grading activities to ensure no
take of migratory birds occurs. Prior to vegetation clearing, the monitor will ensure
that the limits of construction have been properly staked and are readily identifiable.
Any associated project activities that are inconsistent with the applicable conservation
measures, and activities that may result in the take of migratory birds will be
immediately halted and reported to the appropriate Service office within 24 hours.

6) If establishing a buffer zone is not feasible, contact the Service for guidance to
minimize impacts to migratory birds associated with the proposed project or removal
of an active nest. Active nests may only be removed if you receive a permit from your
local Migratory Bird Permit Office. A permit may authorize active nest removal by a
qualified biologist with bird handling experience or by a permitted bird rehabilitator.

Conservation Measure 3. Prepare a vegetation maintenance plan that outlines vegetation
maintenance activities and schedules so that direct bird impacts do not occur.
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Stressor: Invasive Species Introduction
Conservation Goal: Prevent the introduction of invasive plants.

Conservation Measure 1: Prepare a weed abatement plan that outlines the areas where weed
abatement is required and the schedule and method of activities to ensure bird impacts are
avoided.

Conservation Measure 2: For temporary and permanent habitat restoration/enhancement,
use only native and local (when possible) seed and plant stock.

Conservation Measure 3: Consider creating vehicle wash stations prior to entering
sensitive habitat areas to prevent accidental introduction of non-native plants.

Conservation Measure 4: Remove invasive/exotic species that pose an attractive nuisance
to migratory birds.

Stressor: Artificial Lighting
Conservation Goal: Prevent increase in lighting of native habitats during the bird breeding
season.

Conservation Measure 1: To the maximum extent practicable, limit construction activities
to the time between dawn and dusk to avoid the illumination of adjacent habitat areas.

Conservation Measure 2: If construction activity time restrictions are not possible, use
down shielding or directional lighting to avoid light trespass into bird habitat (i.e., use a
'Cobra’ style light rather than an omnidirectional light system to direct light down to the
roadbed). To the maximum extent practicable, while allowing for public safety, low intensity
energy saving lighting (e.g. low pressure sodium lamps) will be used.

Conservation Measure 3: Minimize illumination of lighting on associated construction or
operation structures by using motion sensors or heat sensors.

Conservation Measure 5: Bright white light, such as metal halide, halogen, fluorescent,
mercury vapor and incandescent lamps should not be used.

Stressor: Human Disturbance
Conservation Goal: Minimize prolonged human presence near nesting birds during
construction and maintenance actions.

Conservation Measure 1: Restrict unauthorized access to natural areas adjacent to the

project site by erecting a barrier and/or avoidance buffers (e.g., gate, fence, wall) to minimize
foot traffic and off-road vehicle uses.
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Stressor: Collision
Conservation Goal: Minimize collision risk with project infrastructure and vehicles.

Conservation Measure 1: Minimize collision risk with project infrastructure (e.g.,
temporary and permanent) by increasing visibility through appropriate marking and design
features (e.g., lighting, wire marking, etc.).

Conservation Measure 2: On bridge crossing areas with adjacent riparian, beach, estuary, or
other bird habitat, use fencing or metal bridge poles (Sebastian Poles) that extend to the
height of the tallest vehicles that will use the structure.

Conservation Measure 3: Install wildlife friendly culverts so rodents and small mammals
can travel under any new roadways instead of over them. This may help reduce raptor deaths
associated with being struck while tracking prey or scavenging road kill on the roadway.

Conservation Measure 4: Remove road-kill carcasses regularly to prevent scavenging and
bird congregations along roadways.

Conservation Measure 5: Avoid planting “desirable” fruited or preferred nesting
vegetation in medians or Rights of Way.

Conservation Measure 6: Eliminate use of steady burning lights on tall structures (e.g.,
>200 ft).

Stressor: Entrapment
Conservation Goal: Prevent birds from becoming trapped in project structures or perching
and nesting in project areas that may endanger them.

Conservation Measure 1: Minimize entrapment and entanglement hazards through project
design measures that may include:
1. Installing anti-perching devices on facilities/equipment where birds may commonly
nest or perch
2. Covering or enclosing all potential nesting surfaces on the structure with mesh
netting, chicken wire fencing, or other suitable exclusion material prior to the nesting
season to prevent birds from establishing new nests. The netting, fencing, or other
material must have no opening or mesh size greater than 19 mm and must be
maintained until the structure is removed.
3. Cap pipes and cover/seal all small dark spaces where birds may enter and become
trapped.

Conservation Measure 2: Use the appropriate deterrents to prevent birds from nesting on
structures where they cause conflicts, may endanger themselves, or create a human health
and safety hazard.
1. During the time that the birds are trying to build or occupy their nests (generally ,
between April and August, depending on the geographic location), potential nesting
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surfaces should be monitored at least once every three days for any nesting activity,
especially where bird use of structures is likely to cause take. It is permissible to
remove non-active nests (without birds or eggs), partially completed nests, or new
nests as they are built (prior to occupation). If birds have started to build any nests,
the nests shall be removed before they are completed. Water shall not be used to
remove the nests if nests are located within 50 feet of any surface waters.

2. If an active nest becomes established (i.e., there are eggs or young in the nest), all
work that could result in abandonment or destruction of the nest shall be avoided until
the young have fledged or the nest is unoccupied. Construction activities that may
displace birds after they have laid their eggs and before the young have fledged
should not be permitted. If the project continues into the following spring, this cycle
shall be repeated. When work on the structure is complete, all netting shall be
removed and properly disposed of.

Stressor: Noise
Conservation Goal: Prevent the increase in noise above ambient levels during the nesting
bird breeding season.

Conservation Measure 1: Minimize an increase in noise above ambient levels during
project construction by installing temporary structural barriers such as sand bags

Conservation Measure 2: Avoid permanent additions to ambient noise levels from the
proposed project by using baffle boxes or sound walls.

Stressor: Chemical Contamination
Conservation Goal: Prevent the introduction of chemicals contaminants into the
environment.

Conservation Measure 1: Avoid chemical contamination of the project area by
implementing a Hazardous Materials Plan. For more information on hazardous waste and
how to properly manage hazardous waste, see the EPA Hazardous Waste website.

Conservation Measure 2: Avoid soil contamination by using drip pans underneath
equipment and containment zones at construction sites and when refueling vehicles or
equipment.

Conservation Measure 3: Avoid contaminating natural aquatic and wetland systems with
runoff by limiting all equipment maintenance, staging laydown, and dispensing of fuel, oil,
etc., to designated upland areas.

Conservation Measure 4: Any use of pesticides or rodenticides shall comply with the
applicable Federal and State laws.
1. Choose non-chemical alternatives when appropriate
2. Pesticides shall be used only in accordance with their registered uses and in
accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions to limit access to non-target
species.
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3. For general measures to reducing wildlife exposure to pesticides, see EPA’s
Pesticides: Environmental Effects website.

Stressor: Fire
Conservation Goal: Minimize fire potential from project-related activities.

Conservation Measure 1: Reduce fire hazards from vehicles and human activities (e.g., use
spark arrestors on power equipment, avoid driving vehicles off road).

Conservation Measure 2: Consider fire potential when developing vegetation management
plans by planting temporary impact areas with a palate of low-growing, sparse, fire resistant
native species that meet with the approval of the County Fire Department and local FWS
Office.
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B Michael Restore CG Station Panama, City,,FL . .
&rates and &/ther Manatee Exclusion Devices

for Culverts and Pipes
October 2015

Numerous manatees have died from starvation or drowning after becoming
stranded in culverts and pipes (such as storm water drains, dead-end culverts,
etc.). Numerous manatees have been rescued from these structures, which
seem to attract manatees due to the flow of fresh water, or the access that
pipes or structures provide to other habitat. Because they cannot swim
backwards, manatees can become entrapped when entering long or dead-end
culverts.

There are various ways to preclude manatees from entering risky culverts and
pipes, including grates, pilings, flap gates, and in some circumstances, valves.
If a pipe or culvert is greater than 8 inches in diameter, but smaller than 8
feet, it is a possible risk to manatees because there is not enough room to
turn around. Bars or pilings should be no more than 8 inches apart in front of
the entrance to restrict manatee access. Bars on grates can be diagonal,
horizontal or vertical, and grates can be hinged (swinging outwards) if needed
so that debris can escape from inside the pipe.
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FWC APPROVED SEA TURTLE LIGHTING

All exterior lighting for the entire project area including structural and landscape lighting must be
reviewed and approved by FWC regardless of whether or not the area is seaward of the CCCL

ACCEPTABLE FIXTURES

All exterior fixtures on the seaward and the shore perpendicular sides of the building (and on the landward side of the building if they

should be well shielded, full cut-off, downward directed type fixtures. All exterior fixtures on the landward side of the building should
only.

ACCEPTABLE LAMPS /BULBS AND OTHER LIGHT SOURCES
Long wave length lights, e.g. those that produce light that measures greater than 560 nanometers on a spectroscope, are necessary for a
from and adjacent to marine turtle nesting beaches. Bright white light, such as metal halide, halogen, fluorescent, mercury vapor and i

be approved. Filters are unreliable and not allowed. Limited use of shorter wavelength lights may be approved in areas where direct al
could not possibly be visible from the beach upon approval by FWC.

ACCEPTABLE LAMPS
e Low Pressure Sodium (LPS) 18w, 35w

Red, orange or amber LED (true red, orange or amber diodes, NOT filters)
True red neon

Other lighting sources that produce light of 560 nm or longer

**** FWC approved lighting may be found at http://www.myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/managed/sea-turtles/turtles-

STATEMENT ABOUT TURTLE GLASS ON LIGHTING PLAN
The plan shall reflect that tinted glass or film with a visible light transmittance value of forty-five (45) percent or less shall be app
doors within line of sight of the beach. This includes the seaward and shore-perpendicular sides of the structure. This may be spe
on the Lighting Plan architectural drawing and should be included in the FDEP Permit Conditions.

THE FOLLOWING ARE NOT ALLOWED

e Private balcony lights e Up lights e Tree strap downlights e Decorative lighting, not necessary for hul
e Pond lights e Dune walkover lighting e Fountain lights on beach or shore perpendicular side of structure
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EXAMPLES OF TURTLE FRIENDLY FIXTURES

The following short
wavelength lamps
may only be used for
covered driveway
entry on landward
side of structures

e Halogen lamp
PAR spot lamps
LED lamps
HPS lamps
Compact
Fluorescent

side of structure allow
on ground floor only

FIXTURE LAMP & MOUNTING LOCATION COM
WATTAGE TYPE & al
HEIGHT ADDITIONAL
Ceiling Mount Cylinder Red/orange/amber Ceiling Surface if located on shore Interior Black B:
(with interior black baffles) LED perpendicular or beach
side of structure allow
on ground floor only
Wall Mount Cylinder Down Light Wall Mount If located on shore Interior Black B:
(with interior black baffles) Red/orange/amber Downward perpendicular or beach
LED Directed side of structure allow Hex cell louvers
8 ft from floor on first habitable floor | decrease wall we
only
Recessed Ceiling Canister Red/orange/amber Recessed Ceiling | If located on shore Interior black ba
LED perpendicular or beach | Hex cell (honeyc
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Recessed and Wall Mounted Step Lights
(louvered or downward directed)

oIIard
(with downward directed louvers)

High Intensity Full Cut Off Pole Lights

=

Red/orange/amber Wall Mount Ground Floor and If on perimeter ¢
LED Second level, and pool | be mounted dire

Maximum height | Deck beach.

24 inches on

Ground Floor

only

Above Ground

Floor Max height

12 inches
18w LPS Maximum height | Parking areas, 180° to 270° bea

42in commercial walkway, any fixture on pe
Red/orange/amber landscape, pathway and | deck or immedia
LED pool Deck beach.
18-35w LPS Pole - maximum | Parking Area Beach Side shiel
(if twin head, height 12 feet for any fixture w

maximum of 36w
total)

Orange/amber LED

Landward side of
structure only.

of beach.

Paver Lights

Red/orange/amber
LED

In Ground mount

Parking areas,
driveways, pathways,
pool decks
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Landscape/Pathway Lighting Red/orange/amber Ground mount Ground Level,
: . P LED Maximum height | landscape
5 i{ 12 inches
Signage Sign should be on
Red/orange/amber Must be mounted | landward side of
LED with light structure when possible
directed down on | and mounted
to sign. perpendicular to the
NOT UP beach.
Garage Lighting 35w LPS Garage Ceiling Garage If a parking gara
enclosed with so
(Phoenix) Amber/Orange/Red windows, louve
_ LED that the interior i
< any section of be
amber/orange LE
1l used. Additiona
necessary if park
ground level.
Red/orange/amber Must be Pool deck, steps, pool
LED mounted bars.
recessed
under steps,
NOT colored plastic bar, etc. and
tubing with white directed
lights down to
assure that
No White LED light source
or reflected
light is not
visible from
beach
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Water Feature Lighting Red/orange/amber Light must be | Submerged lights are
LED downward or only allowed on
horizontally landward side of
directed structure and only if
fully shielded from
DO NOT beach by structure
direct light up
Underwater Swimming Pool Lighting Red/orange/amber
LED

Emergency Egress Lighting

Red LED Exit signs

Full cut off
downward directed
Emergency egress
fixtures may use
short wavelength
lamps

Short wavelengt
emergency egres
specified on fixtl
plans to be on se
will only illumin
power outage

Revised 4/26/11
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STANDARD MANATEE CONDITIONS FOR IN-WATER WORK
2011

The permittee shall comply with the following conditions intended to protect manatees from direct project
effects:

a. All personnel associated with the project shall be instructed about the presence of manatees and
manatee speed zones, and the need to avoid collisions with and injury to manatees. The
permittee shall advise all construction personnel that there are civil and criminal penalties for
harming, harassing, or killing manatees which are protected under the Marine Mammal Protection
Act, the Endangered Species Act, and the Florida Manatee Sanctuary Act.

b. All vessels associated with the construction project shall operate at "ldle Speed/No Wake” at all
times while in the immediate area and while in water where the draft of the vessel provides less
than a four-foot clearance from the bottom. All vessels will follow routes of deep water whenever
possible.

C. Siltation or turbidity barriers shall be made of material in which manatees cannot become
entangled, shall be properly secured, and shall be regularly monitored to avoid manatee
entanglement or entrapment. Barriers must not impede manatee movement.

d. All on-site project personnel are responsible for observing water-related activities for the presence
of manatee(s). All in-water operations, including vessels, must be shutdown if a manatee(s)
comes within 50 feet of the operation. Activities will not resume until the manatee(s) has moved
beyond the 50-foot radius of the project operation, or until 30 minutes elapses if the manatee(s)
has not reappeared within 50 feet of the operation. Animals must not be herded away or harassed
into leaving.

e. Any collision with or injury to a manatee shall be reported immediately to the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) Hotline at 1-888-404-3922. Collision and/or injury
should also be reported to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in Jacksonville (1-904-731-3336) for
north Florida or Vero Beach (1-772-562-3909) for south Florida, and to FWC at
ImperiledSpecies@myFWC.com

f. Temporary signs concerning manatees shall be posted prior to and during all in-water project
activities. All signs are to be removed by the permittee upon completion of the project. Temporary
signs that have already been approved for this use by the FWC must be used. One sign which
reads Caution: Boaters must be posted. A second sign measuring at least 8 ¥2” by 11" explaining
the requirements for “Idle Speed/No Wake” and the shut down of in-water operations must be
posted in a location prominently visible to all personnel engaged in water-related activities. These
signs can be viewed at MyFWC.com/manatee. Questions concerning these signs can be sent to
the email address listed above.
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CAUTION: MANATEE HABI
All project vessels

IDLE SPEED /NO WAK

When a manatee is within 50 feet of wor
all in-water activities must

SHUT DOWN

Report any collision with or injury to a man:
Wildlife Alert:

1-888-404-FWCC(3922)
cell *FWC or #FWC
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GOPHER TORTOISE PERMITTING GUIDELINES

Gopherus polyphemus

April 2008
(Revised April 2013)
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FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
620 South Meridian Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1600
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Insert: Permitting Guidelines Revisions History

September 2008
Authorized Gopher Tortoise Agent requirements were revised (pages 10 -
13).Revisions to the following sections have been made: definition of “gopher
tortoise habitat” added to the glossary; Table 1, Mitigation Contributions,
clarified, options for payment revised to delay acceptance of letters of credit;
Recipient Site Permits; Appendix 3; Appendix 4; 100% surveying (various
sections); 10 or Fewer Burrows permits criteria addressed in new Appendix 11;
clarification of permit duration criteria; revision to when proof of local
government approval is required; Improved Methods for Baseline Vegetation
Sampling and Follow-up Monitoring on Recipient Sites in Appendix 7; Revised
Indigo Snake handling and relocation guidance consistent with the U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service.

April 2009
Revisions to the following sections have been made: clarification on permitting
phased projects in Permit Duration; clarification on when FWC can provide
notice to the permittee to do an on-site inspection of a 100% survey prior capture
activities, and what the procedure is if more burrows are discovered Burrow
Surveys on Development Sites and in Appendix 4; clarification on when the 100-
mile north/south relocation would be waived under Holding and Transport;
clarification on permit duration for 5-year permits.

Upon approval of the revision to these guidelines, all guidelines will be
implemented with the exception of Settlement permits. Guidelines in this
document that address the issuance of Settlement permits (Permit for Authorized
Relocation Post-Settlement of Law Enforcement Cases) are shaded because
proposed revisions are still in draft form and full stakeholder input has not yet
been solicited. Until the Settlement permit has been approved, the “after-the-fact”
permit process continues to be in effect.

June 2010
Revisions to the following sections have been made: added clarification on
impacts that occur within 25 feet of a burrow; added mitigation contributions for
Temporary Exclusion permit; replaced “Settlement” permit with “Disturbed Site”
permit; revised marking scheme; added “Authorized Agent” permit activity for
“trainer;” included the option for the on-site relocation of tortoises whose burrows
compromise existing structures; revised financial assurance requirements; added
Appendix 13: “Criteria for Gopher Tortoise Recipient Sites to Qualify as
Research Sites.”

June 2011
Revised the monitoring and reporting requirements for long-term protected
recipient sites; added new criteria for the relocation of gopher tortoises from
public projects to contiguous public conservation lands; added pre-application
opportunity for potential recipient sites; added new definitions in the glossary,
updated Florida Rule numbers, and editorial and punctuation revisions on pages
11, 12, 16, 24, 25, 40, 41, 42, and 53.
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November 2011
Added Appendix 12: “Guidelines for Restocking Public Conservation Lands;”
revised criteria and mitigation associated with the Disturbed Site permit; updated
FWC contact information; clarified that the $200 mitigation only applies to a
project one time; clarified about listing assistants to authorized agents on after
action reports; editorial and punctuation revisions on pages ii, ix, 1, 11, 13, 16, 17,
21, 23 and 40.

September 2012
Replaced Appendix 9: “Handling of Commensal Species during Relocations”
with “Interim FWC Policy on the Relocation of Priority Commensals.”

April 2013
Made updates to relevant sections to be consistent with the Gopher Tortoise
Management Plan approved in September 2012; added that refunds will be issued
to the permittee less a 3% administrative service charge assessed by the Wildlife
Foundation of Florida (WFF); added an option for FWC to request an updated
survey for renewal of relocation permits; added guidance regarding categorical
exclusion for military installations and large, landscape-scale conservation
agreements; included new guidelines for capture activities using mechanical
excavation; added suggestion for projects to fence the project boundary to prevent
tortoises from re-entering the site; updated Appendix 2 permit process map;
revised Appendix 3 and added Appendix 3-1 that outlines specific financial
assurance guidelines; updated FWC Conservation Easement template (Appendix
8); added new guidelines for waif tortoises (Appendix 14); added new criteria for
Suspension, Revocation, or Nonrenewal of Authorized Gopher Tortoise Agent
Permits and Registered Agent Authorization (Appendix 15).
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GLOSSARY

abandoned burrow — burrow appears unused and dilapidated. The entrance is partially or
completely collapsed, and the burrow is partially or completely filled with leaves or soil.
Recent rains, or recent activity by livestock or humans, do not appear to be the primary
reason for burrow collapse. There are no trails into the burrow that might indicate that a
tortoise recently passed through the leaf litter or that a small tortoise is using a
dilapidated, adult burrow.

active burrow — burrow is in good repair, has the classic half-moon shaped entrance, and
appears to be in use by a tortoise. These burrows generally have tortoise tracks or
plastron scrapes clearly visible on the burrow floor or on the mound. The burrow floor
often contains loose soil caused by tortoise activity. The burrow mound is usually clear
of vegetation, and it may contain recently excavated soil. For burrow surveys and
tortoise density determination, active burrows are combined with inactive burrows to
create the potentially occupied classification.

asters — plants in the sunflower family.

baseline density — the estimated density (tortoises per acre) of resident gopher tortoises on a
recipient site before relocated tortoises are released.

belt transect — a long, thin plot of specific or variable length and width. Burrows are counted
within each transect to provide an estimate of the number of burrows, and tortoises, on a
given site.

bucket trap — a plastic bucket (generally five gallons or 19 liters, but may be larger or smaller
depending on burrow size) that is sunk directly in front of a burrow opening and covered
with paper or cloth and soil (for camouflage) to create a pitfall trap for a gopher tortoise.
Bucket traps may capture tortoises leaving or entering a burrow.

caliper — a device used to measure straight-line distance between two points of an object or
animal. In this case, a caliper with two long metal “jaws” is used to measure the length
of the top (carapace) and bottom (plastron) shells of gopher tortoises; this caliper was
designed to measure the diameter of trees and can be obtained from forestry supply
companies.

canopy cover — layer of vegetation extending above head height, usually composed of tree
branches.

carapace — the top (upper) shell of a tortoise.

carrying capacity — the maximum number of individuals of a species that an area can support,
given the amount and quality of food, water, and cover.

-Vi -
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clinical signs — veterinary term referring to visible signs or symptoms of disease, illness, or lack
of well-being in animals. Nasal discharge is a clinical sign that may be observed when
tortoises have upper respiratory tract disease (URTD).

commensal — living in a relationship in which one animal derives food, refuge, or other benefits
from another animal without hurting or helping the other animal. The gopher frog,
eastern indigo snake, Florida pine snake, and Florida mouse are listed commensal species
of the gopher tortoise.

compromised burrow — gopher tortoise burrow that compromises the integrity
or utility of an existing structure (e.g., under a propane tank), or the safety of the
resident gopher tortoise (e.g., burrows in a grass parking lot, dirt driveway, etc.).

conjunctiva — the mucous membrane that covers the exposed portion of the eyeball and the inner
surface of the eye.

conservation easement — a voluntary legal agreement between a landowner and a land trust or
government agency that limits the type or amount of development on the landowner’s
property, thus protecting the land’s conservation value while retaining private ownership.

contiguous public conservation land relocation- one type of on-site relocation where a public
project occurs within ¥ mile to public conservation lands and where the native
population of tortoises can remain intact. Public projects and public conservation lands
are considered contiguous if two or more upland communities occur within a distance of
2,640 feet (1/2 mile), and there is no physical obstacle [e.g., paved road open to the
public (i.e., greater than 2 lanes, curb and gutter or other physical barriers, or a speed
limit >30mph), railroad bed, impenetrable fence, river, and lake] that prevents tortoise
movement to other upland areas within the relocation/restocking site.

correction factor — also known as a burrow occupancy rate; the percentage of gopher tortoise
burrows on a particular site that are occupied at a given time (tortoises generally use
more than one burrow over time).

densitometer — a forestry device used to determine canopy cover for a given area.

depth to the seasonal high water table (DWT) — a soil suitability criterion referring to a
saturated zone in the soil. Values provided in the Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) website database are representative values (neither the highest nor
lowest) for a particular soil type. The average value of the depth to the seasonal high water
table range that is provided for each soil type in the NRCS database should be used when
determining whether a soil type meets the acceptable or desirable soils criteria.

disturbed site (area)- a site where disturbance to the ground or vegetation has occurred.

donor site — the property, usually a development, from which tortoises are removed during
relocations.

- Vii -

Page 62 of 254 Printed On 9/9/2021 7:37:32 AM



HumCa&%gwgp%%r%%é%gr%ﬁtﬁateﬂidpgl?r?gga City, FLFIorida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

enclosure — a temporary, specified area of a recipient site that is surrounded by approved fencing
or hay/pine straw bales to initially contain relocated tortoises and to help them acclimate
to their new surroundings. See “soft release.”

endemic — exclusively native to a particular geographic area.

final stocking rate — the density of tortoises that can be relocated to a recipient site after
considering the baseline density of the resident population. The final stocking rate is
calculated by determining the maximum stocking rate (also known as the site evaluation
stocking rate) and subtracting the baseline density.

filter fabric fencing — see “silt fencing.”

forage — plant material, such as grasses, legumes, and other flowering plants, eaten by
grazing animals.

global positioning system (GPS) — a satellite-based navigational system; the receiver provides
latitude and longitude data for specific applications (in this case, burrow locations).

gopher tortoise habitat — gopher tortoises use a variety of generally upland habitats including,
but not restricted to, sandhill, scrub, xeric hammock, mixed hardwood-pine, pine
flatwoods, dry prairies, coastal grasslands and dunes, and disturbed habitats (e.g., old
fields, pastures).

ground cover — herbaceous plants and the lowest shrubs occupying an area: a generic term used
to describe the mat of plants found on the forest floor.

herbaceous —nonwoody plants, generally green and leafy in appearance and texture.

impact - for the purposes of these Permitting Guidelines, unless otherwise noted as a “positive
impact,” an impact includes any act or outcome as defined in Rule 68A-27.003 F.A.C.,
that may adversely affect any gopher tortoise or gopher tortoise burrow.

inactive burrow — burrow is in good repair, but does not show recent tortoise use. The lack of
tortoise activity may be due to weather or season. These burrows have the classic half-
moon shaped entrance, but the soil on the burrow floor is usually hard-packed, as is the
burrow mound. There are no tortoise tracks or recently excavated soil, either on the
burrow floor or on the mound. The burrow mound may have vegetation growing on it or
be partially covered with fallen leaves. For burrow surveys and tortoise density
determination, inactive burrows are combined with active burrows to create the
potentially occupied classification.

infraction — Any act or omission that does not comply with statutes or rules related to gopher
tortoises, FWC-approved guidelines, or permit conditions.

- viii -
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infrastructure — structural elements that provide the framework supporting a development (e.g.,
roads, bridges, water resources, wastewater management, electric power transmission,
and telecommunications).

keystone species - a plant or animal that increases or decreases the diversity of an ecosystem,
depending on its abundance or rarity. The gopher tortoise is a keystone species in upland
habitats in Florida.

legumes — plants in the bean family.

live trap — a mesh wire cage trap, either homemade or commercially available (e.g., Havahart)
that is set directly in front of a burrow to capture the resident tortoise.

local government approval — a permit, agreement, development order, or other authorization
issued or granted in writing by the local city or county government having jurisdiction
over the property.

long-term protection (habitat) — either privately or publicly owned lands placed under a
perpetual (i.e., endless duration) conservation easement.

mesic (habitat) — having a moderate or well-balanced supply of moisture.

midstory — the middle layer, generally 3-9 feet in height, of trees and shrubs (in a multi-layered
forest) shaded by taller trees.

mitigation contribution — compensation, usually either in the form of monetary contributions or
protected habitat donations, to offset the ill effects of human-related land change (e.g.,
development) on gopher tortoise populations.

mycoplasma — an infectious agent (bacterium) that has been associated with upper respiratory
tract disease in gopher tortoises.

nares — external openings of the nostrils.

off-site (relocation) — a FWC-permitted recipient site that does not lie within the same
boundaries (as defined in the legal description or as identified by the county parcel
identification number) of the development area from which tortoises are to be removed
and that may be under either the same or different ownership.

on-site (relocation) —a FWC-approved or permitted recipient site that is located within the same
boundaries (as defined in the legal description or as identified by the county parcel
identification number) of the development area from which tortoises or commensals are to
be removed and which is under the same ownership as the development area or is
contiguous to public conservation lands.

PIT tags — passive integrated transponder (PIT) tags are small microchips (about the size of a
grain of rice) that are injected into a tortoise’s hind leg using a hand-held applicator. A

-iX -
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hand-held scanner reads the tag’s electromagnetic code and displays the tag’s number.
PIT tags provide an alternative method for permanently and uniquely marking individual
tortoises.

plastron — the bottom (lower) shell of a tortoise.

plat —a map of land made by a surveyor showing boundary lines, buildings, and other
improvements on the land.

population — a group of individuals of the same species that occur in a defined area at the same
time and regularly interact or interbreed.

potential tortoise habitat — those land cover types and soil associations that are known to
support the life history requirements of the gopher tortoise. These habitats include, but
are not limited to, sandhill, scrub, scrubby flatwoods, pine flatwoods, dry prairie, coastal
strand, xeric hammock, mixed pine-hardwoods, and disturbed habitats on suitably
drained soils. Designation of an area as potential gopher tortoise habitat does not indicate
that the area is currently inhabited by gopher tortoises.

potentially occupied burrow — this classification combines the active and inactive categories
and, therefore, includes burrows with obvious signs of use and those with minimal or no
obvious sign of use. A potentially occupied burrow is in good repair and has the classic
half-moon shaped entrance. These burrows may have tortoise tracks or plastron scrapes
clearly visible on the burrow floor or on the mound, or may have subtle or no tortoise
sign. The lack of observable tortoise signs may be due to weather or season. The burrow
floor may contain loose soil caused by tortoise activity, or it may be hard packed. The
burrow mound may or may not have vegetation growing on it, and it may be partially
covered by fallen leaves.

prescribed fire (controlled burning) — a planned fire applied within a particular land area under
the right weather conditions to accomplish specific, well-defined management objectives.

protected lands (habitat) - Public or private lands that provide significant conservation and
protection for imperiled wildlife, in this case the gopher tortoise, and are protected from
imminent development or alteration, thereby ensuring present and future generations’ access
to important wildlife resources. Habitat protection can be accomplished through fee simple
ownership, acquisition of less-than-fee interests, or other agreements associated with
landowner incentive programs.

public conservation lands — publicly owned lands that are currently managed for
conservation and are designated as conservation lands by Chapter 253.034, Florida
Statutes, purchased for conservation purposes using funds from bonds or other monies
dedicated specifically for conservation lands acquisition (e.g., Florida Forever,
Preservation 2000, local bond initiatives, etc.), or afforded protection under federal law.

-X -
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public project — a project on publicly owned land or land on which the government agency or
entity has an easement and in which the public agency or entity is the applicant and
subsequent permittee. Examples include public roads, schools, and government facilities.

recipient site — the property where relocated tortoises are released.

recommendation — preferred protocol or technique that permit applicants or permittees should
follow, but that is not required (i.e., other viable methods are allowed). In the context of
these guidelines, a recommendation is generally indicated by use of the verbs “should” or

13 2

may.

registered agent- an individual that has submitted a Registered Agent profile in the FWC online
permitting system. Once submitted, this automatically issued status allows the
Registered Agent to apply on behalf of the property owner for permits that does not
otherwise require the use of an Authorized Gopher Tortoise Agent (i.e., 10 or Fewer
Burrows permit with on-site relocation of tortoises captured using bucket trapping, hand
shovel excavation or live trapping).

relocation — deliberately moving wild gopher tortoises or commensal species.

requirement — action or protocol that must be followed before FWC will issue a permit. A
requirement also includes actions that must be undertaken to avoid violating FWC permit
conditions and rules. In the text of these guidelines, a requirement is generally indicated
by use of the verbs “must” or “shall,” or if an action is prohibited, by use of “do not.”

rescue relocation — deliberately moving individuals or groups of tortoises to areas that are
typically unprotected and may be relatively small, disturbed, or inadequately managed to
support long-term population viability. Rescue relocation is conducted primarily to
remove wild gopher tortoises from human-caused harm.

responsible relocation — deliberately moving wild gopher tortoises into protected, managed,
suitable habitat where their future survival and population viability are very likely.

restocking — deliberately moving wild gopher tortoises into protected, managed, suitable habitat
where resident densities are extremely low and where the tortoises’ future survival and
long-term population viability are very likely.

restocking site — an area of protected, managed, suitable habitat where gopher tortoise
populations have been severely depleted or eliminated.

roller chopping — a forestry method for preparing sites for planting pine trees; also used as a
land management tool to reduce the height and density of understory vegetation. A
bulldozer pulls a heavy cylindrical drum with cutting blades that chop vegetation.

scute — a bony external plate or scale, as on the shell of a tortoise.
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seropositive — positive blood test indicating an immune response (exposure) to the bacteria that
cause upper respiratory tract disease in gopher tortoises.

shaded — reducing or eliminating sunlight and excessive heat when using bucket traps or live
traps or when transporting tortoises. Shade may be provided by man-made materials
(e.g., plywood, plastic, cloth) or by vegetation (noting that vegetation dries with time and
may fail to provide proper shade for more than a few days).

short-term protection (habitat) — either privately or publicly owned lands that have some
enforceable protection commitment, but those commitments do not meet the definition of
“long-term protection” or “public conservation lands.”

shrub —a woody or herbaceous plant smaller in height than a tree and approximately 3 to 6 feet
above the ground, often formed by a number of vertical or semi-upright branches or
stems arising close to the ground.

silt fencing (Belton Industries, #935) — a durable type of silt fencing (36 in x 75 ft; pre-
assembled, double-stapled, with oak stakes) that has been field-tested as an enclosure
material for gopher tortoises. The manufacturer is Belton Industries, PO Box 127,
Belton, SC; 800-845-8743; www.beltonindustries.com/silt.html. Distributors include
Pallen Enterprises, Conyers, GA (770-922-1812) and Certified Slings, Ft. Myers, FL
(239-334-1343).

silt fencing (filter fabric) — temporary sediment barrier consisting of a filter fabric stretched
across and attached to supporting posts and entrenched. There are two types: 1) the silt
fence is a temporary linear filter barrier constructed of synthetic filter fabric, posts, and,
depending upon the strength of the fabric used, wire fence for support; 2) the filter barrier
is constructed of stakes and burlap or synthetic filter fabric. These types of silt fencing
are useful for temporary exclusion, but are generally not durable enough for six month-
enclosures on recipient sites.

silviculture — the art and science of establishing and growing healthy, high-quality forests to
meet human needs.

site evaluation stocking rate (maximum stocking rate) — the maximum allowable density on a
particular recipient site, determin